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is...” Advertiser News photo by Jack Devine. 


Peirce Funding 
Gets Green Light 


by Stuart Parker 
Advertiser News Political Writer 


Funding for initial renovations of boarded-up Pej 

Eh School for u lice station and aay 

area = Town Councifon Monday, 

y%G 13-0 vote. 

75, approved is expected to meet the 
inimum requirements set forth by gfe Peirce Stud 
ommi’ comprised members dwar Baraat 
faymond Charest, and"Anthony Sora 

TIE THE Committee tas said tar tell renovation 
costs may be as high as $600,000, the $75,000 is ex- 
pected to allow for small structural improvements and 
construction of five prisoner cells, in accordance to 
state regulations. 

While Temporary Town Manager Katherine Pisano 
seeks further rehabilitation of the building, she said the 
town’s financial condition would allow for no more 
than $75,000 at this time. 

Mrs. Pisano told councilors that complete renova- 
tions would be contingent on the availability of state 
grants and general town finances in the years ahead. 


SEE PEIRCE FUNDS - Page 2... 





JOLLY OLD ST. NICHOLAS paid a visit to the St. John’s 
Christmas Bazaar on Saturday, December Ist, to complete his 
long list of gifts that local youngsters hope to receive from him 
when he makes his annual trip on Christmas Eve. Here, Santa 
listens as Erin Rescigno 4, and Jessica Wanat, 3, “tell it like it 


“Santa Claus Is Coming To Town... 
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THE CHRISTIAN GALS, Katie Ann, 3, and Elizabeth, 4/2, let 
Santa Claus know exactly what he can bring to them on 
Christmas Eve, December 24th. Both youngsters and St. Nick 
were at the St. John’s Church Bazaar on Saturday, December 1st. 
Advertiser News photo by Jack Devine. 
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Four Finalists Listed For Manager 


by Stuart Parker 
Advertiser News Political Writer 


Town Managey Search ae chairman, Coun- 
cilor Peter Longo, announced that four manager 
finalists will be subject to limited background research 
before being brought before the council for interviews. 

Longo said he hoped to bring the four before the 
council during the second or third week of December, 
but noted it might not be possible to arrange schedules 
so Ng council could interview all candidates in one 
night. 

“This could cause a potential delay in interviewing,” 
Longo told us. 

The council selected eleven finalists out of 41 ap- 
plicants last month. However, only four applicants still 
interested in the job responded to a questionnaire for- 
warded to each of them. 

The questions posed to candidates covered salary 
requirements. and interpretations of the relationship 
between the council and manager, based on the town 
charter. - 

Longo said he was impressed by the “’sincerity’’ of 
the responses and commented on the search process, 
“The council has made an objective assessment based 
on qualifications and experience, rather than vague or 
ill-defined criteria.” 


Longo further sought council approval of a $4,000 
transfer which would allow for out-of-state travel for 
more thorough investigation of the council’s final 
selection for the post, prior to hiring the final can- 
didate. 

The office presently pays $39,000, not including ap- 
proximately $10,000 in benefits. 

The transfer was tentatively blocked, however, as 
the transfer failed to receive the necessary ten vote, 
two-thirds majority, required for immediate approval of 
the transfer request (which was labeled an emergency 
measure). 

The transfer request will again appear before the 
council on Monday, December 17th, and this time it 
needs only a majority vote to pass because it is no 
longer considered an emergency measure. 

The only dialogue over the remaining four can- 
didates came from Precinct 6 Councilor Alfred Trehey. 
He said he would not support ‘’candidate number 14.”” 

Trehey said he felt the amount the individual sought 
as an annual salary was not consistant with the in- 
dividual’s experience. 

This candidate informed the council he sought bet- 
ween $39,000 and $50,000. 
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VETERAN TOWN TREASURER 
DAVID C. GALLANO (right) has final- 
ly put his calculator behind him and 
has left his post at town hall. Town 
Hall employees had a farewell party for 
Dave on Wednesday, November 28th. 


Pictured with Dave is Town Clerk 
Richard Theroux, who couldnt wait to 
have his piece of cake. Advertiser News photo by 


Jack Devine. 
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PEIRCE FUNDS - From Page 1... 


Borgatti, a councilor at-large, said he contacted 
representatives of the state concerning funds for 
energy-related expenses, and said he is hopeful that in- 
sulation, heating, and roof expenses will be financed 
from state funds by 1987. 

The Agawam Police Department will occupy two- 
thirds of the Peirce building. This will double their 
amount of space now alloted at town hall. 

Police have long argued for the increased space, 
noting they are not able to store all evidence properly 
from cases on site, that records are kept in orange and 
tomato crates, and that their are no facilities for 
female prisoners. 

- The Sealer of Weights and Measures, Veterans 
Agent, Health Agent, and Park & Recreation offices 
will also be re-located to Peirce, thereby vacating the 
town hall annex. 

The DPW offices are scheduled to relocate in the an- 
nex and several offices on the town hall’s second floor 
are to be relocated on the ground level. 

In addition to alleviating space difficulties in town 
hall, the relocations are expected to give greater ac- 
cess to the municipal offices for the handicapped. This 
in turn is expected to make the town more eligible for 
state and federal funds. 


Richard Garvey To Speak 
At Chamber Breakfast 


Richard C, Garvey, editor, Springfield Daily News, 
will be the guest speaker at the annual Christmas 
Breakfast of the Agawam Chamber of Commerce, 
December 11th, at Chez Josef. 

“How Christmas Came to Greater Springfield” will 
be the topic of Garvey’s talk. In addition to musical 
entertainment, there will be a visit from Santa Claus 
who will distribute door prizes. 

Tickets may be purchased by contacting the 
Agawam Chamber at 787-1540. 


Registry of Deeds 


rere documents for week ending November 23th, 


REGISTRY LAND REGISTRATION 

Deeds 137. Deeds 7 
Mortgages 167 Mortgages 9 
Discharges 123 Discharges 8 
Foreclosures 1 Foreclosures 0 
Attachments 4 Attachments 0 
Miscellaneous 4 Miscellaneous 14 
Total 8777, otal 38 


Submitted by! Donald E Ashe 
F z m —_ ee en ae 
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Say Merry Christmas This Year Mid'Save With 
DIAMOND AND GOLD JEWELRY 


Also, Fine Gifts And Watches 





December 6, ies 
Town OK’s Transfer 
Of Cable TV Licens 
To Continéntal Cable’: 
Piel ha her Para ne % 


serves Agawam, to purchase ownership of more than 
50% of Commonwealth's stock. Consequently, Con- 
tinental Cablevision filed a request with acting Town 
Manager Katherine Pisano on September 28th, to 
transfer Commonwealth's license to Continental 


Cablevision, Inc. te DGaER 
=Piriancian, technteay, ae st ‘ormation . a 
data substantiating Con nts eile bl 

‘9 


chise, was submitted and a public hearing was held ( 


obligations of the town 
the town of Agawam Public Library on Cooper Street, 
November 5th. 

Members of the public, the press, and several town 
councilors attended the hearing which was open for 
one hour for public input regarding the transfer of 
ownership of the town of Agawam’s cable TV license. 

Continental Cablevision, Inc., has owned 40% of the 
stock in Commonwealth for a number of years and 
president of the Commonwealth, Roderick A. 
MacLeod, is a former vice president of Continental. 

The two companies have had long standing formal 
and informal ties which will assure continuation of ser- 
vices as they have been provided by Commonwealth 
Cablevision. 

Continental Cablevision, Inc., is headquartered in 
Boston and a majority control of the corporation is 
held by Massachusetts residents. Continental Cablevi- 
sion, Inc., is the largest cable company in New England 
and is the eighth largest in the United States. They are 
also currently licensed in 37 other communities in 
Massachusetts and never have had a license in their 
21-year history revoked, or have failed to have one 
renewed. 

Upon review of all the information presented by Con- 
tinental and in the best interest to continue cable ser- 
vice to the cable subscribers of the town of Agawam, 
pursuant to the requirements of General Laws, Chapter 
166A, the license is transferred to Continental Cablevi- 
sion, Inc., according to Town Council. 
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During the holiday season, Letalien Jewelers is offering excellent prices on all dia- 
mond and gold jewelry. There’s nothing like that look of love you will receive on 
Christmas morning after giving a fine gift from Agawam‘s reknowned professional 
jewelers, owned and operated by residents Ron and Brenda Hamel. You will appreciate 
our quality. 
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Open Monday - Saturday A G % 
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Friday til 7:00 P.M. “ Det alten 4 efuele rs i 
383 Walnut Street Extension, Agawam ¢ 
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And Mean It. 
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Good-Groundskeepers 





Town groundskeepers Gary Desimone and Mike Piccin 
won't be doing much of this over the next few months 


but both do deserve some of the credit, for the town’s 
fine outdoor facilities, in use since las ib, Advertiser 
News photo by Jack Devine. 44 i 
i 
7, ° 
& Melconian 


State Senator Linda J. Melconian (D-Springfield) to- 
day announced the awarding the Department of Elder 
Affairs Formula Grants to municipal council on agings 
f6P"T5 communities in the Second Hampden- 


Hampshire District. The total amount awarded for the 
District was $65,500. 


These awards, totalling approximately $1,400,000 
statewide, were allocated to each community based on 
- its 60 (plus) population using the 1980 census figures. 


No grant was awarded for less than $500, regardless 
of the municipality's population. Funds can be used for 


MUNICIPAL EVENTS 


Sponsored By 


COLONIAL 
FUNERAL HOME 





Tuesday, December 11th 
School Committee Meeting 
Junior High Cafeteria 
7:00 P.M. 


Monday, December 17th 
Town Council Meeting 
Public Library 
7:00 P.M. 


Monday, December 24th 
School Closed 
Christmas Vacation 


Tuesday, December 25th 
Town Hall Closed 
Christmas Day 





COLONIAL FUNERAL HOME 


985 MAIN STREET, AGAWAM 
733-3625 


Serving Families Of All 
Faiths And National Origin 
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Ollari Rules Petition 


by Stuart Parker Advertiser News Political Writer 


A petition to withdraw the town from paying legal 
representation for Town Councilor Neil Blatt in 
defense of a defamation of character suit against him 
was ruled void by Town Solicitor Lambert Ollari, at the 
Monday, December 3rd, meeting of Town Council. 

The citizens referendum sought to block the town 
from paying Blatt’s legal expenses in the suit after the 
council had voted 8-7 in October to envoke the state’s 
indemnification statute for Blatt. The suit was filed 
against the Precinct 4 councilor by former Town 
Manager Edward A. Caba. 

Resident John O’Brien, the spokesman for the 
citizens committee who collected over 2,000 
signatures on the petition, was scheduled to meet with 
the group on Thursday, December 6th, to decide 
whether to appeal Ollari’s ruling in court. 

Newton Case Cited 

Ollari cited a case in Newton in announcing his deci- 
sion. It declared that a public official was entitled to in- 
demnification in a defamation of character case 
unless/or until the court hearing the case ruled other- 
wise. 

Caba attornies, Theodore Dimauro and Constance 
Sweeney of Springfield, said the suit stems from a 
statement Blatt made to a TV-22 reporter in February. 

Blatt was asked by a TV-22 reporter whether Caba’s 
over-payment of vacation time to town employees was, 
among other things, ‘‘criminal.”” 

Blatt responded, ‘In my opinion, all of the above.” 

Blatt initiated a council probe over vacation 
payments in February, claiming that retired Town 
Clerk Rita Rose was scheduled to receive approximate- 

Y 91,100 in excess vacation payment. 

This spdrked the creation of the TS. in- 
vestigati mmittee, chaired by Councilor Thomas 
Pocke; to"determine the propriety of vacation carry- 
over for nem ees, 

ie committee hired CPA James Ferrall to audit 
vacation time carry-over among the 20 employees. 


Announces Grants For Council on_Agings 


a variety of purposes and complement more than $10 
million in local appropriations for Council activities. 
Among the grants, funds were awarded for: staffing, 
ordinary maintenance and a variety of transportation, 
outreach, health/fitness, nutrition and other programs 
including peer support activities; architectural bar- 
rier and other improvements, including purchase of 
equipment, are also among the award categories. 


Grants are frequently coupled with volunteer or in- 


789-1728 
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And Beautiful Fruit Baskets 
SPECIALS THIS WEEK 


Tempting Party Platters For Office 
And Private Holiday Parties 


ORDER FRUIT BASKETS 


EARLY FOR CHRISTMAS 
Up To $50.00 


“Romito & Son 


303 Walnut Street, Agawam 


SING iy A ) 

DWE) aye 
VAs (Ores 
POND SS X NR 
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Ferrall is scheduled to present his present figures 
and explain his findings to the full council on Monday, 
December 17th. 

Councilor Philip DeForge has urged that the 20 
employees also to be present to hear Ferrall‘s study 
and how it may or may not affect their vacation carry- 
over. 

One councilor said he will urge all excess vacation 
time carried forward on town books and cited by Fer- 
rall’s report be returned to the town. This same coun- 
cilor commented he will seek any payments for excess 
time be returned to the town in either cash value or 
compensatory time. 

Investigating committee members Paul Trimboli 
said Ferrall’s report indicates Caba, Mrs. Rose, and 
Town Accountant Carol Taylor have had vacation 
carry overs furthest from the amounts allowed under 
town code, of the 20 employees audited. 

Council President Donald M. Rheault also informed 
the council that Attorney William Flanagan, of the law 
office of Egan, Flanagdn, and Egan, wrote to the coun- 
cil to confirm his advice that they refrain from paying 
Caba his severance pay and vacation time at this time. 

Flanagan presently represents the council in another 
law suit initiated by. Caba and 14 residents over alleg- 
ed violation of the state’s open meeting laws by the 
eight councilors who voted to fire Caba. 

Subtract Losses 

Flanagan further argued that if Caba’s failure to per- 
form the duties of his office were found to have created 
a financial loss to the town, the town would be entitled 
to subtract the losses from the severence pay Caba is 
seeking. 

Flanagan also urged no actions on payments to 
Caba be taken until the investigating committee 
released its final report. 

Once the report is final, Flanagan has advised he 
will contact Dimauro’s office and attempt to negotiate 
a settlement of Caba’s severance and vacation pay. 


kind services pro} er Jagencies or local 
residents in many of the communities. 


The following is the town by town distribution for the 
Second Hampden-Hampshire District: Springfield, 
$42,098; West Springfield, 97 282; gona Soo 
Longmeadow, $3,660; Southwick, $1,118; Plaintieéta, 
$500; Worthington, $500; Westhampton, $500; Bland- 
ford, $500; Montgomery, $500; Huntington, $500; 
Middlefield, $500; Cummington, $500; Chesterfield, 
$500; Chester, $500. 
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Baybank Valle 


Grants fotaling $172,420 for community services 
have been distributed by tHe Board of Directors of 
BayBank Valley Trust Company, according to Richard 
A. Stebbins, president. 

The distribution of $172,420 is from three bank- 
managed funds which are the Eugene A. Dexter 
Charitable Fund, the Nan and Matilda Heydt Fund, 
and the Valley Charitable Trust Fund. “Distributions 
from the Dexter Fund totaled $118,685, the Heydt 
Fund awarded $47,235, and the Valley Charitable 
Trust Fund granted $6,500,” Stebbins said. 

$21,885 was granted to Springfield College from the 
Dexter Fund toward equipment and personnel needed 
to start a therapy and employment program for the 
disabled, in the field of computer graphics. The major 
forms of creative therapy - dance, music, and art - until 
very recently have been inaccessible to many han- 
dicapped individuals because of the nature of their 
disabilities. 

Now, computer technology allows even severely 
disabled individuals to create art works such as printed 
color portraits, geometrical designs, or commercial 
advertising displays without the intricate physical dex- 
terity previously required. Springfield College Student 
Interns will train the disabled in a program which starts 
in January. of 1985. 


The four dimensions of the program are assessment, 
training, job advocacy, and dissemination. Springfield 
College has already contributed $5,365 for the 
research, first computer unit and peripherals, and train- 
ing equipment for the student interns. 

The college also provides instructors and facilities 
for the project. Training of the disabled will be free of 
charge. 

Other disbursements from the Dexter Fund were: 

$10,000 to the American Red Cross Blood Services, 
Northeast Region toward the puchase of Pheresis 
Equipment in the Springfield Blood Center. 

$10,000 to the Community Music School of Spr- 
ingfield, Inc. as a final start-up grant. 

$14,300 to Home Care Corporation, Inc. toward 





When Agawam wants all th 
Agawam turns our pages ea 
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Distributes Grants 


covering expenses related to relocation of its offices. 
$20,000 to Memorial Square Citizens Council, Inc. 
toward starting a neighborhood youth forum and 
mediation project in the North End of Springfield. 
$5,000 to Parents Anonymous Organization of 
Massachusetts, Inc. to establish a Springfield Chapter 
of the Organization. 2 

$7,270 to Pioneer Valley Consumer Credit Counsel- 
ing, Inc. toward covering the expenses related to star- 
ting a budget and money management program for 
single parent families. ‘ 

$18,000 to Children’s Study Home to assist in 
renovating its Administration Building. 

$12,230 to Springfield Library and Museum Associa- 
tion toward a matching grant in the same amount from 
the National Endowment for the Arts for the purchase 
of conservation equipment. 

Grants from the Nan and Matilda Heydt Fund in- 
cluded: 

$8,535 to the Association for the Support of Human 
Services, Inc. toward the completion of a fitness/sen- 
sory trail on the grounds of the Western Massachusetts 
Hospital in Westfield. , 

$20,200 to the Hispanic Institute, Inc. toward fun- 
ding an Executive Director’s Position and related sup- 
Port costs. 

$18,500 to the West Springfield Boys and Girls Club, 
Inc. to cover the cost of replacing the gymnasium floor. 

Distribution of income from the Valley Charitable 
Trust Fund was: : 

$6,500 to the Westfield Creative Learning Center, 
Inc. toward the replacing of furniture, playground 
equipment, and supplies. 

BayBank Valley's trust department administers the 
funds which distribute income three times a year to 
public, charitable, or educational causes in the Greater 
Springfield area. 

Applications for grants are first reviewed by the 
Community Funds Advisory Committee, a volunteer 
group. Applications for grants should be sent to the 
Community Funds Advisory Committee, 1365 Main 
Street, Springfield, MA 01103. 
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LOOK TO ALDRICH FOR 
One Stop Insurance 
And 
Financial Service 


eJRA PLANS 

eMONEY MARKET PLANS 
eMUTUAL FUNDS 
BUSINESS INSURANCE 
eCAR INSURANCE 

eLIFE INSURANCE 
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MIFA Approves Agawam F 
Expansion Project 


The Massachusetts Ipdusirial Finance Agency 

(MIFA) today approvedie a Seal! 

revenue bond for an expansion project in the Agawam 
egion i The project will create an 

estimated 50 new industrial sector jobs. 

KSD LTD. Partnership, will use proceeds from the 
bond to construct four buildings totalling 85,000 
square feet in the I-Park. Premat Inc., DFA Corp., and 
DFM Corp. will each occupy one building and all three 
will use the fourth building as an operations center. 

Premat Inc. and DFM Corp., manufacture machine © 
components with the emphasis on precisions while 
DFA Corp., g “full-service” company, manufactures, 
assembles, ‘tests and delivers the machine com- 
ponents. 

At the Thursday, November 29th meeting, MIFA ap- 
proved bonds totalling $16 million for 15 expansion 
Projects across the state which will create an estimated 
321 new jobs. Local Industrial Development Financing 
Authorities, (IDFAs), will issue 13 of the bonds. 

“Through the recent period of sustained industrial 
expansion in Massachusetts, local IDFAs have con- 
tinued to assert themselves, said Charles F. Kireker, 
MIFA‘s executive director. ‘’These local officials, with 
MIFA\‘s help, have played an increasingly important 
role in using IRB financing to promote economic 
growth that is consistent with each community's 
overall development plan.’” 

MIFA is an independent public agency designed to 
Promote economic growth and increased employment 
through a variety of incentives, including industrial 
revenue bonds, downtown revitalization through the 
Commercial Area Revitalization District (CARD) pro- 
gram, and loan guarantees. 
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The first woman governor was Nellie Rosse, 
governor of ‘ 


elected Wyoming in 1924 









VELCoMeE TS 
SAN BERNADING 
COUNTY 
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The largest county in the country is 


San Bernardino, Caiifornia.. At 20,117 
square miles, it’s larger than nine wines 
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R.E. ALDRICH INSURANCE AGENCY 


10 Southwick Street - Crossroads Shoppes - Feeding Hills 


consider this! 


TWENTY-TWO YEARS EXPERIENCE 
CONVENIENT LOCATION 
PAYMENT PLAN e 


(Many Companies Charge Up to 18% Interest) 


EXCELLENT CLAIMS SERVICE 


(97% Renew With Us Year After Year!) 


NOTARY PUBLIC 


May We Represent You? 


786-1 





NO INTEREST 





720 


WIDE INSURANCE 


Nationwide is on your side 
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“MRS. JOHN J. POKORA 
nee Darlene M. Liquori 


Darlene M. Liquori Marries 
Mr. Pokora of Chicopee 






St. John the Evangelist Church in Agawam was the 
setting October 26th, for the marriage of Darlene 
Marie Liquori and John Joseph Pokora. 

The bride is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Li- 
quori of Agawam. Mr. and Mrs. Edward Pokora of 
Chicopee are the parents of the groom. 

Mrs. Deborah Krawiec attended the bride as matron 
of honor, and Louis Lovotti served the bridegroom as 
best man. a 

The bride received an associates degree in science 
from Bay Path Junior College. She is employed at the 
Westfield Post Office. 

“The bridegroom attended Springfield Technical 
Community College. He is employed at the Springfield 
Post Office. E 

The couple enjoyed a two-week honeymoon in 
Hawaii. 


-Lioness Club Donates 
Clothing To Hegira 


The Agawam Lioness Club collected clothing and 
household goods which were delivered to HEGIRA, the 
home for-battered women in Westfield. This service 
project was enthusiastically endorsed by all the 
members :resulting in contributions that filled a van 
and a car, 

Leslie Bickford, one of the Directors of the Home, 
will be the featured speaker at the February meeting of 
the Lioness. At that time she will discuss the program 
and personally thank the members for their support. 








December Is Our Month For 

Big Buys On U.S.D.A. Choice Meats 
Eondon Beltane eee “ecprnc athe siege $2.39 ib. 
ae eweeee $2. | 9 lb. 


Extra Lean 5 Lbs. Of Hamburg Or More..... $1 99 wb. 


Saad $1 79 wb. 


Blade Steaks .-..---.-.ssseeeseeeeee senartaraastee 


Jordon Bologna.........---+++- waka eee Ne a 


We Now Carry A Full Line 
Of FRESH FISH 
Haddock, Scrod, Shrimp, Swordfish, 
Scallops, Flounder And Sea Legs 


VILLAGE BUTCHER SHOP 


35 SOUTHWICK STREET 
FEEDING HILLS CENTER 


Open: Mon. - Fri. 8 A.M. to 7 P.M. 
Weekends 8 A.M. - 7:30 P.M. 
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MICHAEL DISCENZA of West Springfield was named 
Massachusetts Builder of the Year at the Sheraton 
Hotel in Mansfield. 


Michael Discenza Named 
Mass. Builder Of The Year 


Michael L. J. Discenza, a prominent West Springfield 
builder and owner of Michael L. J. Discenza, Inc., was 
honored as Massachusetts Builder of the Year at the 
Home Builders Association of Massachusetts General 
Membership Meeting last Thursday at the Sheraton 
Hotel and Convention Center, Mansfield, 
Massachusetts. 


Discenza is a builder of single family homes and 
small commercial buildings. He has been a leader in 
the building industry the past 25 years, not only in 
Western Massachusetts but throughout the Com- 
monwealth. He has served as the president of the 
Home Builders Association of Greater Springfield on 
two separate occasions and rose through the chairs to 
become president of the 1,500 member state Home 
Builder Association in 1978. 


A lifelong resident of West Springfield, Mike has 
served the town on the Finance Commission, Industrial 
Commission and Planning Board for several years. He 
is active in several civic groups, including past grand 
knight of the Knights of Columbus, Exchange Club, 
B.P.O, Elks, and is currently serving as president and 
chairman of the board of directors of the Work Oppor- 
tunity Center for the Handicapped. 


He is married to the former Mary Fitzmaurice and 


they make their home on Morton Street in West Spr- 
ingfield. 
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MR. & MRS. MARK W. SUMMERS 


Suzanne Egan Weds 
Mr. Summers of Conn. 


Suzanne Marie Egan and Mark Wesley Summers 
were married Saturday, November 10th, in St. John the 
Evangelist Church in Agawam. 

The bride is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William J. 
Egan of 82 Raymond Circle, Agawam. The groom, of 
Norwich, Connecticut, is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Ed- 
ward LaBranche of 81 Lawrence Drive, West Spr- 
ingfield. 

Mrs. Janet Holt was matron of honor and Raymond 
Remillard was best man. 

Following a reception at the Sheraton Inn - Spr- 
ingfield West, the couple left on a honeymoon to 
Florida. They will reside in Norwich, Connecticut. 

The bride, a graduate of Agawam High School, 
received an associates degree in early childhood 
education from Holyoke Community College. 

The bridegroom, a graduate of West Springfield 
High School, and Computer Processing Institute, is 
employed as a computer operator by Atlis Systems in 
Connecticut. 


Sons Of Norway Plan 
Christmas Yulefest 


Sons of Norway, Neptune Lodge, No. 3-552 will hold 
their next meeting and Christmas “Yulefest’’ on Sun- 
day, December 16th, at 2:00 p.m., at Grace Lutheran 
Church, 1552 Westfield Street, West Springfield. 

All Scandinavians or persons interested in the 
Norwegian culture are welcome. Please bring a plate of 
sandwiches or a dessert as your ticket in. For further in- 
formation please call Mrs. Jeanine Maagero, social 
director at 782-2605. 
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We Take Phone Orders ; 
(413) 786-0936 


“Great Meats On The Hill’? 








Friday, December 7th - Sold Out 
Christmas Tree Sale 
Agawam Firefighters Association 
at 102 Suffield Street 


COMMUNITY 
CALENDAR 


Thursday, December 6th 
Skate-A-Thon for Timmy Sunstrom 
Agawam Rollaway 
Main Street 
7:30 to 9:30 p.m. 


Saturday, December 8th 
Roast Beef Supper & Bazaar 
Feeding Hills Congo Church 

North Westfield Street 
5:00 to 7:00 p.m. 


Sunday, December 9th 
Baseball/Softball Signups 
Agawam Athletic Association 
Agawam High School 


CURRAN-JONES 
FUNERAL HOMES 


109 Main St., West Springfield, MA 
745 Cooper St., Agawam, MA 
Telephone: 781-7765 
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War ‘Biddies Now ‘Like ‘Family 


by Dorine Kubik 


iser News Feature Writer 


way to a friend’s aa 
e “Buckets” Alvard and Rocco “‘Rocky’’ Amato, 
Army buddies fro’ ‘orld War Il. ——— 


For 37 years the two men and their families have met 
(without fail) to celebrate New Year's Eve together. 
Although Amato lives in Long Island, New York, and 
Alvaro lives in North Agawam, the path between their 
two homes is well-worn. 

Met In April 1944 

Buckets and Rocky met in New Orleans in April 
1944, while serving in the U.S. Army during World War 
ll. Being both young and single, they had been drafted 
and served together in an outfit that was newly formed 
and called “Harbor Craft.” 

The outfit was made up of Army personnel working 
strictly on Navy ships. Both men were also shipped 
oversees together to France and when the war ended 
they returned to their separate homes in the states. 

After two years of no contact, Rocky, the younger of 
the two men, set off for New England from his New 
York home to look up his old Army buddy to renew 
some of their “good old days.” 

He found Buckets settled down and happily married 
to Paula (Ceccarini) in Agawam. 

Rocky returned to New York, met his wife Dorothy, 
invited the Alvaros to the wedding and soon after a 
deep friendship developed between the two couples. 

“The wives really hit it off,’ both men said during-a 
recent interview at the Alvaro’s home. So much so that 


the two couples found themselves not only spending i 


New Year's Eve holiday together but also Memorial 
Day, Fourth of July, summer vacations, and all major 
family events such as weddings and parties. Friend- 
ships remained even closer as the:children arrived. 

Rocky and Dorothy have two daughters, Toni and 
Gail; and four grandchildren - Brandon, Keith, Jamie 
and two-week-old Jarred. 

Buckets and Paula also have two daughters, Connie 
and Paula; and two grandchildren - Kim, a senior at 
Agawam High and Robbie in the eighth grade at the 
Agawam Junior High. The two families have become 
very close and everybody thinks we are. related,” 
Buckets said. ““Rocky’s kids call me uncle and the kids 
in my family call him uncle.” Rocky added ‘’We never 
had an argument and when things were bad for me he 
always helped me out.’ 


For example, Buckets drove through a snowstorm 


one year over six hours to make a New Year's Eve 
meeting in New York. ‘The trip usually takes three- 
and-a-half hours but by the time | hit New Haven, the 
snow was really coming down,” he said. Before moving 
to Long Island, the Amatos lived in a three room apart- 
ment in Brooklyn. 

Paula Alvaro remembers, ‘‘“We would visit the 
Amatos with our new baby and bring along her crib 
and carriage.” “We always had fun,’’ Dorothy said. 
“We certainly have many fond memories of the past 
with Buckets and Paula “’ 


Fire-Wise = by Acting Fire Chief Rusty Jenks 


We Wish You A Fire-Safe Christmas 


Here are some fire-wise tips for a safer, more en- 
joyable Christmas season. 

Blow out candles,-and turn off inside lights and elec- 
trical decorations before you leave the house. If you 
plan to leave a room for an extended period, it’s wise to 
shut off lights and decorated items in that room, too. 
Choose only deep seated candles or those with hur- 
ricane glass covers. 

Plan to exchange gifts fire-wisely. Set out colorful 
department store shopping bags, and dispose of gift 
wrappings in the bags as soon as each gift is unwrap- 
ped. Then discard the filled bags in a metal trash can 
before the evening is out. 

Boxes and other manufacturer-provided packaging 
should be disposed of promptly, too. Save only those 





boxes which may be required to ship defective 
mechanical or electrical gifts back for warranty repair. 
Another tip: if a holiday reveler drops a match or 
cigarette, recover it at once. If it fell into upholstery, 
you may want to put the cushion - or the whole couch - 
outside overnight. Upholstery soaks up heat quickly 
and releases it slowly. A brief exposure to hot ashes 
could result in a smoldering fire that doesn’t erupt for 
hours - and is impossible to detect until it’s too late. 
By the way, here’s a tip for choosing - and checking - 
a live Christmas tree for freshness. Pull out a needle 
and squeeze it between your thumb and forefinger. If it 
flexes, the tree is still moist. If it snaps, reject the tree - 
or if it’s already in your home, dispose of it at once. 
Christmas should be a festive season. Beat fire at its 
own game and don’t let a tragic blaze ruin your 
holidays. 











Reserve Our Beautiful Banquet Room 
Now For Your Christmas Party, 
Weddings & Private Parties 


SEATS UP TO 125 PEOPLE 


Relax And 
Enjoy 
Cocktails 
In Our 
Comfortable 

Lounge 

















DE PESCE 


Our Famous 
House 
Specialty 


YOUR HOSTS: 
Frank Bruno & Family 


Reasonably Priced, Old-World 
Italian Dinner For The Entire 
Family, Tuesday - Sunday 4 To 6 


v 
‘ 








Every Thursday Evening 
Thick Cut Of Prime Rib Dinner 


Includes Soup, Salad, Choice Of Pasta 
Or Vegetable And Italian Bread 





























































































WORLD WAR Il BUDDIES’ Mike’ “Buckets” 
Alvaro of North Agawam ‘(left).and Rocco 
“Rocky” Amato of Long Island, New York, 
have celebrated New Year's Eve with each 
other (and their wives, of course), for the past 
37 years. Advertiser News photo by Jack Devine. ‘ 


For copies of photos in 
this issue, please call 
Jack Devine at home, 
789-0053, or leave a 


message on his service 





Nin 


RIS TORANTE~ 


801 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills 
Reservations Honored: 786-5788 
































































FATHER S. ANTHONY S. PIAZZI, C.S.S., chapter 
chaplain from St. Anthony's Church, is assisted by 
Raymond Caputo (center), UNICO district governor; 
and Bruno Maule, Agawam UNICO president. Advertiser 
News photo by Jack Devine. 


Agawam.UNICO Honors 
17 Departed>Members 


Agawam Unico*had''their second Annual Memorial 
Mass, for 17 departed members, on Friday, November 
30th, at St. Anthony’‘s.Church, in North Agawam. Rev. 
S. Anthony Piazzi C.S.S., chapter chaplain, was the 
Mass celebrant and homilist. 

Assisting the chaplain were Walter Balboni, lector; 
Paul Ferrarini and Everett Venturini, altar boys; Bruno 
Maule, chapter president; and Raymond Caputo, Mass 
| District Governor, gift bearer. 

Seventeen vigil lights were placed on the altar. At 
the prayers of the faithful the departed members 
remembered were Nicholas Zucco, James 2>7anola, 
Anthony Zerra, James Mercadante, Lee Zanow., 
Dominic Maiola, Louis DePalma, Nicholas DePalo, 
Anthony DiDonato, Anthony Buoniconti, Nicholas 
Chechile, Anthony Natale, Paul D’Amato, Alfonse 
Alfano, Albert Bongiovanni, John Beltrandi, and Fran- 
cis-Rosso. 

When each of the 17 deceased member's names 
were called, their wife or family member came to the 
altar. A candle for each deceased member was lit. This 
was a first for Unico’s Memorial Mass. 

+ Music was by St. Anthony’s Church senior choir 
under the direction of Albert Mutti with organist Joyce 
Polastri. 


Providence Hospital Ball 
To Be Held At Chez Josef 


The annual Providence Hospital Christmas Ball, 
which annually draws 800 plus persons, will be held 
Friday, December 14th, beginning at 6:30 p.m., at 
Chez Josef in Agawam. 

The ball is sponsored by the Providence Hospital 
Auxiliary in cooperation with the hospital and the 
hospital's activity committee. 

Nan Carter, president of the auxiliary, is general 
chairperson for the event. Mrs. Carter of West Spr- 
ingfield, is being assisted this year by Margaret 
Stathatos of Holyoke, chairperson for invitations, and 
Janet Lussier of Holyoke, chairperson for reservations. 

Deborah S. ‘Aseltine of West Springfield, director of 
volunteers for the hospital, is acting as liaison person 
for this event. Michael Gay of Chicopee, chairman of 
the hospital activity committee, .is part of the planning 
Process as well. 
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OLD & NEW FURNITURE 





(413) 786-8791 
(413) 786-6323 







Creasures 















ELAINE & 23 NORMAN TERRACE 
WALTER HOOD FEEDING HILLS, MA 01030 
Po 00040 SF 1+2 20020 F OO SLOP LOLOL OL LLL LOAD LOD 


Tan 
at 
images 


Hair Salon 


Visits $29.00 
for the Tan of your life 


Closed Mondays 999 Suffield Village 668-7278 














AGAWAM UNICO MEMBERS at 


members are Everett Venturini (left) and Paul Ferrarini. 
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the altar during Memorial Mass for 17 departed club 


At right is Father S. Anthony Piazzi, 


C.S.S., chapter chaplain from St. Anthony‘s Church. Advertiser News photo by Jack Devine. 









MIKKI’S 
KITCHEN 


By Michele Blair Pisano 


[French Silk Chocolate Pie 


Chocoholics beware! The following recipe will send 
you on a high you won't forget. 

| casually tasted “French Silk Chocolate Pie” while 
in the middle of a conversation. The absolute smooth 
and silky texture, combined with the luxurious 
chocolate of this pie made me moan with delight. 

| must warn you; this is a very rich pie, so only a 
small portion should be’ served. Also, | would recom- 
mend that whipped cream be served on top to cut into 
some of the richness. 

French Silk Chocolate Pie 

1 cup butter 
1% cup sugar 







4 sq. unsweetened chocolate, melted 
2 tsp. vanilla 

4 eggs 

1 baked 9” pie shell 

whipped cream 

1. Beat butter with sugar until very smooth, fluffy) 






2. Blend in melted chocolate and vanilla. ; 

3. Using electric mixer at medium speed, beat in 
eggs, one at a time, taking 5 minutes to incorporate 
each, 

4. Turn the mixture into pie shell and chill. 

5. Top with whipped cream. 


RREKK 


Quick Cracker Spread . 
Here is an idea for an easy spread. | tasted this one 
at a local restaurant and just had to ask what was in it. 
It turned out it was as easy as 1, 2, 3; cream cheese, } 
chopped raisins, and chopped walnuts. | 
After the cream cheese reaches room temperature) 
beat in 1/3 cup of chopped raisins and walnuts. Spread 
on Town House Crackers. 
REREE 


Please send your recipe or request to Mikki at 39 
Norris Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030. 


and pale yellow. | 
} 










To Have YOUR Recipes Published, Give Us 
A Call At 786-7747 - 786-8137 Today! 









ST ORAN TE 7 


Dancing 9-2 


RESERVE NOW 
$55 Per Couple 


| Qetaai Regency Room 


Choice Of Prime Rib 
Or Seafood Casserole 


Champagne Toast At Midnight 
Party Favors 
Continental Breakfast 


Featuring Recording Artist 






— 












60 North Westfield St. 
Feeding Hills, Mass. 01030 
(413) 786-1128 
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News, Activities From 


Agawam Senior Center 


Christmas Party 

Nearly 200 Agawam seniors filled the 
Senior Center on Sunday, December 2nd, for 
their Christmas Gala. Folks gathered at 11:00 
a.m. in the main lobby to enjoy the holiday 
punch and hors d’oeuvres before finding their 
reserved tables in the dining room. 

The whole Senior Center sparkled with the 
spirit of Christmas from the beautifully” 
decorated Christmas tree with its pile of wrap- 
ped gifts to the red velvet rose in each table 
arrangement. At noon, a full course dinner, 
featuring Rock Cornish Game Hens, was ex- 
pertly served by Ann’s Catering Services of 
West Springfield. Ann is an Agawam resi- 
dent. For dessert, to accompany the ice cream 
served to each diner, committee members and 
friends provided homebaked cake. Also, 
everyone had a piece of a specially decorated 
party cake made by Aileen Semanie. 

The “Sweet Adelines’’ Pioneer Valley 
Chapter, entertained with a program of 
Christmas and related songs. This singing 
group, under the direction of Peg Thomson is 
not only great to listen to, but is good to look 
at. For this presentation of their new 
Christmas program they were gowned in red 
and white, very much in keeping with the 
festive decorations of the room. 

“Fats” Daniels and his band supplied 
music for dancing, from sentimental waltzes 
to “Alley Cat.” A brief intermission in the 
dancing was called when Santa Claus arrived 
with his bag of gifts which he distributed with 
his “helpers” Kay Aldrich and Peg Bellano. 
The very jovial “Santa” was later identified 
as Jim Hoag, the driver for “Meals On 
Wheels.” 

Raffle Winners 

The raffle, which had opened during the 
bazaar in November was closed and the items 
on display found new homes. Winners of the 
three handmade afghans were Albina Ander- 
son (the ripple afghan in brown tones) 
donated by Mary Brown; Theresa Capponcelli 
(the bright granny afghan) donated by Rose 
Mezzetti; and Sandra Smith, activities director 
and ‘guiding star’ of the whole Christmas 
Gala, won the soft pink afghan donated by 
Mrs. Dennis. 

The large ceramic Christmas tree, made in 
ceramics class and donated by seniors in the 
Activities Department, was won by Ursula 
Smith who assists Phyllis Mason, executive 
director of the Agawam Housing Authority 
office at the Senior Center. The pair of Mr. 


THIS WEEK’S 
SPECIAL... 


BLACK 
* FOREST 
TORTE 


$ 499 
Back, rested & 
ready to serve 
your holiday 
needs. 


Bev’s Bake Shop 


373 Springfield St. 


(413)786-4192 
Open 7AM-6PM Daily 
Sunday 7AM-1PM, Closed Monday 
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MEMBERS OF THE AGAWAM SENIOR CENTER donate canned goods for 
needy families during the holidays at Agawam Town Hall. From left - Ger- 
maine Fontaine, Hilda Wetzel, and George Fontaine. Advertiser News photo by Jack Devine. 


and Mrs. Santa Claus dolls, made and 





donated by Helen Blanchard, Hobby Club in- 
structor, was won by Mrs. D. Wood. Many 
door prizes were also awarded lucky people. 
The Christmas Party Committee 

The party sponsored by the Agawam Coun- 
cil on Aging and organized by Sandra Smith, 
was possible only through the long hours of 
preparation and work by the Activities Com- 
mittee listed here alphabetically: Kay Aldrich, 
Peg Bellano, Odette Benjamin, Marianne Bin- 
nenkade, Helen Blanchard, Edna Fields, 
George and Germaine.Fontaine, Gladys Fran- 
cazio and Rose Mezzetti. 

A Call For Volunteers 

There is a need in Agawam for leadership 
help with our Girl Scouts in the 12 to 14 age 
group. If you can spare only eight to ten hours 
a month to work with this interesting age 
group, please get in touch with Ginny Hen- 
nessey at the Senior Center, 786-0400, ext. 
242, and discuss the possibilities with her. 
Training will be provided as to what will be re- 
quired. 





Still Looking 

We need a volunteer or volunteers to help 
teach the ping pong classes. You don’t have 
to be a “pro.” If you know how to play and 
score the game and have somme free time on 
Tuesday afternoons, let Sandra hear from you 
at 786-0400, ext. 242. 

Dates To Remember 

December 12th: 10:30 a.m., at the Senior 
Center. Workshop on Indoor Hyperthermia 
(when the body temperature falls below 95°). 
Try to attend to learn about what it is and 
how it may be prevented. 


December 27th - 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. — 


Food distribution at the Senior Center for 
seniors. Sacred Heart Church for families. 
January 10th, 1985. Sugar at Coachlight 
Dinner Theatre, a matinee. There are a few 
seats left. Deadline is December 13th. 
February 5th. Cambridge, Massachusetts 
luncheon and entertainment. 
March 12th. Boston flower show. 


SEE SENIORS - Page 10... 








Agawam High School, Class of 1972 
Ripon College, B.A., Class of 1976 
Magna Cum Laude 
Phi Beta Kappa 
Western New England College 
School of Law, J.D., 1980 





Scott Evans Skolnick 


announces the opening of his office 






















Attorney 


at 
1214 Main Sana 
Suite 25 7" 
(Corner of State & Main) 


Springfield, 


Massachusetts: 
01103 


(413)739-1090 


FREE INITIAL 
‘CONSULTATION 
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WMaAS Radio Sponsors 
Grandparent Program 


Sharing the holidays with an older person who would 
otherwise be alone at Christmas can be a warm and 
rewarding experience. 

Springfield Radio Station WMAS FM95, with the 
assistance of the Downtown Ministry of the Council of 
Churches, has gathered the names of numerous nurs- 
ing home residents who would welcome the gift of 
sharing some part of Christmas Day with area families. 

Some of these residents are unable to leave, but 
would appreciate a visit during the day. Others look 
forward to sharing Christmas dinner in an area home. 

Persons interested in adopting a grandparent this 
Christmas should call 413-734-5840, between 10:00 
a.m. to noon, Monday through Friday. Information will 
also be ayailable all this week at Center Square. Ar- 
rangements will be made for guests to be picked up at 
a mutually convenient time. 

Please join WMAS FM95 in making Christmas a 
time of joy for others. The happiest of holidays from 


WMAS FM95, aaa 
Agawam Senior Center 
Daily Luncheon Menu 


MENU 
December 10th: Pepper steak, sweet 
potato, spinach, bran bread, pears or canned 


peaches. 
December 11th: Beef chow mein, chinese 
noodles, rice, carrots, oatmeal bread, 


bavarian cream. 

December 12th: Manicotti, green beans, 
tossed salad, Italian bread, jello. 

December 13th: Pot roast with gravy, whip- 
ped potatoes, winter squash, dinner roll, fresh 
fruit. 

December 14th: Clam chowder, tuna salad 
roll, vegetable salad, canned plums. 


The Agawam AdvertisereNews 





JOHN LERTORA & KATHLEEN RAIMONDI 
Kathleen Raimondi Engaged 


To John Lertora 


Mr. and Mrs. Louis T. Raimondi of 36 Maynard 
Street, Feeding Hills, proudly announce the engage- 
ment of their daughter, Kathleen A. Raimondi, to John 
M, Lertora, son of James and Shirley Lertora of West 
Springfield. 

Miss Raimondi is a graduate of Agawam High 
School and Holyoke Community College. She is cur- 
rently employed by Combustion Engineering, Inc., in 
Windsor, Connecticut. 

Mr, Lertora is a graduate of West Springfield High 
School, the University of Massachusetts, and is cur- 
rently in his senior year at the New England College of 
Optometry in Boston. 

A September 7th, 1985 wedding is planned. 
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SENIOR NEWS - From Page 9... 

April 18th. My Fair Lady, Coachlight 
matinee. 

Watch for complete details on these events 
soon and do check the Bulletin Board when 
you visit the Center. 

Ping Pong And Pool Classes 

Have you signed up yet for these Tuesday 
afternoon classes to start in January? Call 
TROON ext. 242 to put your name on the 

ists. 
The “Fight Hunger” Boxes 

Thank you for your contributions to the 
“Fight Hunger” boxes at the Senior Center 
and at the Town Hall. They are really “bot- 
tomless,” you know - so keep those non- 
perishable foods coming! All of the food 
donated is passed on to the local food 
shelters and is most gratefully received. 


Help With Winter Fuel Bills 
If your family or household is living on a 
low or fixed income, you may get some help 
this winter from the NU Low Income Energy 
Assistance Program. 


The program provides help to both 
homeowner and renter, even if heating costs 
are included in your rent. It applies both to 
primary and secondary sources of heat. 
mission and the US claimed conflict 


However, it applies only to bills for heating 
energy used after October Ist and before 
April 30th. For information about the Fuel 
Assistance Program in Agawam, call Town 
Hall at 786-9499. 


When Agawam residents want hometown news, 


: AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS 


they turn our pages 52 week each year! 








itchens 








Fine Craftsmen 
For Over 35 Years! 


ampagnari 


Anyone can 
sell you cabinets! 

At Campagnari 
Kitchens we sell 
IDEAS.....with 
your ideas and 
our ideas we can 
make your 
dreams come true. 


(Next to Interstate Building Supply) 


Stop in and 
see us today..... 
and bring your 
friends! We’ll 
show you just how 
inexpensive a 
quality dream 
kitchen can be. 










631 College Highway, Southwick, MA. Tel. (413) 569-3670 
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George Atkins, 





On Suffield Street 


by Dorine Kubik 
Advertiser News Feature Writer 


There's a new drug center in town on Suffield Street, 
across from the Big Y and McDonalds. 

The newly constructed Smith Drug Store is owned 
and operated by 27-year-old George M. Atkins, III. 

Atkins also owns and operates the long-standing 
Smith Drug Store on Westfield Street in West Spr- 
ingfield. His father, George M. Atkins, Jr. ran the West 
Springfield store for 30 years before his son took over. 
Smith Drugs, originally named for its founder, Clarence 
Earl Smith (in 1847), was later owned by Robert Blackie 
until the Atkins family purchased the West Springfield 
location in 1956. 

Hard-Working Individual 

During an interview with Atkins Ill he said that he 
averages 100 hours of work between both stores. He in- 
dicated that lately he only has time for work but when 
pA has spare time one of his favorite hobbies is weight- 
ifing. 

An energetic and personable man, he is very en- 
thusiastic about his new Agawam store. Before his 
grand opening on Wednesday, November 28th, he put 
in a week’s work of 122 hours. 

His efforts are well-rewarded as the store is com- 
pletely stocked with everything from cosmetics to 
household needs. Throughout the store many specials 
are being offered during the opening days. Two liters 
of Coca Cola can be found at a low price of 89 cents 
and if one buys a seven-and-a-half ounce bag of 
Lays Potato Chips, the second bag is free. 

“We will be running in-store specials constantly,’ 
Atkins remarked. Throughout the store, customers will 
also find gifts and cards by American Greetings. They 
have a complete ‘Care Bear’’ line with many items 
featuring the whimsical little care bear. Many other gift 
items are also on display as well as many popular 
magazines and newspapers. 

All of the latest supplies in home health care needs 
are available along with prescription medicine. The 
shelves are lined with a wide assortment of merchan- 
dise making the store a browser's delight. 

Three registered pharmacists are on duty at Smith 
Drugs, Atkins, William N. Shepard, and Patricia 
DeAngelo. The store offers a 10% senior citizen dis- 
count everyday on prescription medicine and they are 
open 91 hours a week. They also offer 24 hour 
emergency service simply by phoning 732-1512. 

The drug store also offers customers a computerized 
system, listing print out information to prevent drug in- 
teractions. Along with free delivery, the store also pro- 
vides free insurance and tax records. 

A Nice Town With Nice People 

Atkins demonstrated the computer system and 
remarked, ‘‘We offer the competitive prices of a chain 
and the services of an independent.” He finds 
Agawam to be “a nice town with nice people.’’ He add- 
ed that his particular location was chosen “as the area 
is expanding and Agawam is a growing town and 
economically vibrant.” 

Atkins’ parents are Margaret and George Atkins, Jr. 
They reside in West Springfield and all three work for 
Smith Drugs. The young Atkins is a bachelor and is a 
1975 graduate of Cathedral High School. He attended 
Holy Cross College and graduated Magna Cum Laude 
from the Massachusetts College of Pharmacy in 
December 1981. 

In May 1984, he received his masters in business 
from Boston University (with high honors). 

Since he was 13, Atkins has worked at Smith Drugs. 
“| started off as a clerk, carrying boxes, running 
around, waiting on customers,” he recalled. 

Grand Opening 

From now until December 31st, Smith Drugs is offer- 
ing $5 off on a new or transferred prescription. A free 
drawing is open to the public and first prize is a 1985 
Mercury Lynx (tan). Customers are invited to fill out 
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We’re Still Cooking..... 


SUNDAY 
BREAKFAST 


at the 


Masonic Temple 


733 Main Street, Agawam 
8:00 A.M. to 12 Noon 
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GETTING THE RIBBON CUTTING CEREMONY over with is Town Council President Donald M. Rheault (se- 
cond from right) at the new Smith Drug Store on Suffield Street, across from the Southgate. Shopping Plaza. 
From left - Daniel Lacienski, town council vice-president, Robert Gladden, Agawam Chamber’of Commerce 
manager; Allen Skole, chamber president; William Shepard, pharmacist; Patricia DeAngélo, pharmacist; 
George Atkins Ill, owner and operator; Rheault, and Stanley Chmielewski, chief of police. Advertiser News photo by 
Jack Devine. 





< 





MICHELLE ROLLAND (left) happily helps Richard 
Rieker, the very first customer of the new Smith Drug 
Store on Suffield Street, with a purchase. Advertiser News 
photo by Jack Devine. 


PHARMACISTS WILLIAM N. SHEPARD & PATRICIA 
DEANGELO are two of the professionals at Smith Drug 
Store on Suffield Street, who are always ready to serve 
you. Advertiser News photo by Jack Devine. 





their name and address on a special form each time 
they visit the store. Second prize is a year’s worth of 
free prescriptions and third prize is a black and white 
T.V. Names are scheduled to be drawn on Christmas 
Eve, December 24th. 

Welcome to Agawam George M. Atkins, III, and best 
wishes for your continued success. 





Permanent Wave Special 
For The Holidays 


MONDAY & TUESDAY ONLY 


Q 
Treatment of 
Compulsive Eating Disorders:} 
Overeating and Bulimia { 
For most people, dieting has noth 








sen Includ 
worked. In fact, dieting can cause} Haie@ur: 
feelings of deprivation and frustation, Set And 
which can lead to binging, Overeating, Blow-Dry 


and in some cases purging. Profes- 
sional counseling is offered on an in- 





dividual basis with the goal of helping 
one achieve a sense of entitlement and 
satisfaction with food, and ultimate- 
ly, to lose weight while becoming a 
normal eater. 
For information and appointments, 
call: 


Sal’s 


Beauty Salon 
Cooper Street - Agawam 
Call For An Appointment 
(413) 786-3212 
Open Monday - Saturday, 9-5 
Thursday Till 8 








Irene Yurkevicz, M.S.W., L.I.C.S.W. 
115 Elm Street © Enfield, Conn. 06082 
(203) 741-0193 
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Holiday Delights 


From Scandinavia 


by Mabel J. Fitzgerald 
719 Suffield Street - Agawam 


Among the immigrants passing through New York 
Harbor’s famous Ellis Island were the Swedes, whose 
descendants also preserve their ethnic traditions. The 
legend of “Santa Lucia’’ is picturesque and mean- 
ingful. It combines a touching and tender story with 
beautiful music and it lends itself to various kinds of 
performances. It can be done as a tableau, a pageant 
or as a dramatic presentation. d 

The celebration of Festival of Lights with Santa 
Lucia begins on the early morning of Thursday, 
December 13th. Legend has the story that in the: 14th 
century, under the old Julian calendar, December 13th 
was the longest night of the year and thus it marked 
the first step toward spring with its promise of light and 
sunshine. 

On this day, the people of Sweden celebrate Lucia 
Day - The Festival of Light, with Lucia as Queen. The 
celbration takes place two weeks before Christmas. 
Most of the customs of these two holidays are clearly 
related. 

In Syracuse, Italy, in the year 304 AD, there lived a 
beautiful young maiden named Lucia. She was gentle, 
kind and friendly to. everyone. However, when her 
betrothed discovered that she had befriended the 
Christians, he denounced her. She was accused of be- 
ing a Christian and when she refused to pay homage to 
the heathen Gods, she was convicted and sentenced to 
die at the stake. The flames left her unharmed; 
however, the thrust of a soldier’s spear took her life. 

The Scandinavian celebration of Lucia started in 
Western Sweden in Varmland. During a famine, there 
appeared a ship on Lake Vanern. Standing at the bow 
of a ship laden with food was a white robed maiden en- 
circled by light. The food saved the starving people. 

The Swedes believed only Lucia could bring the 
miracle. So it is to this day the people tell of her martyr- 
dom, the flames at the stake, symbolized by the 
candles of her crown, but best of all they tell how the 
beloved Lucia came through the darkness, as a 
miracle, bringing comfort and nourishment to the suf- 
fering people. 

Today, in modern Sweden, it is still a custom for 
each family to have its own Lucia, usually the eldest 
daughter. On December 13th, she arises early and with 
candles glowing in her crown she serves the family 
Lucia buns and coffee. 


Lucia Buns 

Early in the morning the traditional Lucia coffee and 
Lucia Buns are served. We have fun making the buns 
days before, along with other festive cookies and 
foods. 
1 cup milk scalded 
Y cup butter 
34 cup sugar 
1 yeast cake 
1 egg, beaten 
3% cups sifted flour 
1 cardamom seed, crushed 
raisins 
pinch of salt 
pinch of saffron if so desired 

Add butter, sugar and salt to the hot milk and stir un- 
til dissolved. Cool to lukewarm and add crumbled 
yeast cake. Stir well and add beaten egg. Stir in flour 
gradually and the cardamom and beat thoroughly. 

Place doughginigreased bowl, cover and let rise in 
warm place until double in bulk. Knead on floured 
board for two minutes. Roll into strips 5 inches long 
and ¥% inch wide. Place two strips in the shape of an X 
and curl in ends. Place 2 raisins on each curled-in end. 
Place on a greased baking sheet. Cover and let rise for 
1 hour. Brush with beaten egg and bake in hot oven 
400° for 12 minutes. 

Makes 2% .dozéry buns. 

1 (Spritz 

Cream | cup of butter until very light. Add gradually 
¥% cup sugar.ahd Gream.together until light and fluffy. 
Add 1 egg: Mix thoroughly and add about 2! cups of 
all-purpose floud 4%) © 

Put dough through pastry tube or cookie press to 
make various shapes. Bake the cookies on a lightly but- 
tered bakirig"shéet ira moderate oven, 350° F., for 
about 10 minUtés or Until edges are lightly browned. 

(*Some cooks like to add 1 teaspoon almond 
extract.) 

These cookies are very dainty. 


Pepparkakor Cookies 
Melt in a saucepan 3 tablespoons of butter. Add to 
this % cup sugar, % cup molasses and | tablespoon 





’ milk. Heat slowly. Sift together 2 cups flour, 2 teas- 


poon soda, | teaspoon cinnamon, ¥ teaspoon cloves, 
Ye teaspoon ginger and a pinch of salt. Add to first 
mixture and blend well. Let stand in refrigerator over- 
night. 

oll out dough on floured board 1/8 inch thick. Cut 
with fancy cookie cutters and place on greased baking 
sheets. Bake in moderate oven, 350°F., for 10 minutes. 


SRK KR KK RK KE KK BRK KKK KE EK KK 
All Hometown News 
With Us, Each Week 
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ALICE M. HOPE 
Alice M. Hope Ralmee: 
Westfield Savings Bank 


Alice M. Hope of Agawam will retire on December 
31st, concluding a 31-year career with the Westfield 
Savings Bank; 14 of those years as a member of the 
staff and assistant manager of the bank’s Agawam of- 
fice on Main Street. 

A resident of Agawam for the past 32 years, Miss 
Hope recalled that when she joined Westfield Savings 
Bank in 1953, savings accounts were earning only 
three percent, GI mortgages were available at 4 per- 
cent, and conventional mortgages were being written 
for approximately five percent. 

She also has observed and participated in the transi- 
tion of banking operations from largely manual to 
computerization, necessary to handle the volume of 
banking transactions today. 

“We shall miss Alice,” said Arthur W. Knapp, the 
bank's chairman of the board and chief executive of- 
ficer. “She has been a valued employee. We wish her 
well as she approaches retirement.” 

Born in Springfield; she is a graduate of Technical 
High School. Miss Hope was assigned to the bank's 
West Springfield office as her first assignment, then in 
the original office on Elm Street and then, in 1957, in 
the new Westfield Savings Bank office on Park Street. 
She became a member of the Agawam office in 1970, 
two years after it had opened. 

Miss Hope is a member of the Catholic Women’s 
Club in Agawam, and of the Savings Bank Women of 
Massachusetts. She anticipates that retirement will 
give her more time for her favorite sport - golf. 

“I'm looking forward to my leisure time,’ she said, 
“but | will miss the Westfield Savings Bank and my col- 
leagues there. | have enjoyed every minute of my 
31-year association there.” 


Happy Belated 
Birthday 
And 
Merry Christmas 
To 
Aldo Lombardi 

Of — 
_J.W. Wimpy’s 
From 
Gina, Jim, Ric, 
Betsy, Dick, 
And Friends 










MEMBERS OF THE AGAWAM WOMEN’S CLUB are 
served by Agawam Junior Women’s Club member Pat 
O'Connor (left), at an International Night held ot the 
Captain Charles Leonard House, sponsored by the 
Juniors. In center is Evelyn Mogue and Theresa Ferrero. 
Advertiser News photo by Jack Devine. 


Victorian Holiday Celebration 
Slated For Springfield Museum 


Swags of evergreens; trees lit with candles and str- 
ings of popcorn; tin and molded-wax ornaments and 
tinsel were all part of Victorian holiday decorations. 

Mariann Curling, museum coordinator of the Mark 
Twain Memorial Museum, will offer an intimate view 
of one Victorian family’s Christmas traditions on Sun- 
day, December 9th, at 3:00 p.m., at the Connecticut 
Valley Historical Museum in Springfield. 


By the mid-19th century, Christmas festivities began 
télfocus around children. Santa Claus began bringing 
small’ presents and children’s parties were arranged 
with games and puppet or magic shows. Some of 
Samuel Clemens happiest times with his family were 
pal in his Hartford home during the years 1881 to 


The cost of the program is $1.50 and $1.00 for 
“Friends of the Quadrangle.” Collector's Corner is held 
the second Sunday of every month. For more informa- 
tion contact the museum at 732-3080. 

The Connecticut Valley Historical Museum is sup- 
ported in part by grants from the Massachusetts Coun- 
cil on the Arts and Humanities and the Institute of 
Museum Services. The historical museum is a member 
of the Springfield Library and Museums Association. 
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Qhituaries . 
John J. Sweene 
Agawam: JohmrSweeney, 80, o 62 Raymond Cir- 


cle, retired Chief Warrant Officer for the Air Force, died 
Friday, November 30th, in Mercy Hospital. Born in 
Worcester he lived in Springfield several years and here 
30 years. He retired from the Air Force in 1949. He was 
a member of the Westover Air Force Club, Chicopee. 
He was a communicant of St. John the Evangelist 
Church. He leaves his wife, the former Viola Burns. 
The funeral was Monday at Toomey-O'Brien Funeral 
Home, West Springfield, and in the church with burial 
in St. Michael’s Cemetery, Springfield. Donations may 
be made to Westover Air Force Base. 


Peter M. Richardson 
Agawam: + 13 Cosgrove 


Avenue, retired employee of A & P, died Sunday in 
Baystate Medical Center, Springfield Unit. Born in 
Montrose, Scotland, he lived in Agawam 30 years. He 
served with the Royal Air Force during World War II 
and later served in India with his family as a mis- 
sionary. He leaves his wife, the former Sarah Anderson 
and a‘daughter, Vi Baldwin of Westfield. 

The funeral was Wednesday morning at the 
Agawam Congregational Church with burial at the 
convenience of the family in Center Cemetery. Curran- 
Jones Funeral Home was in charge. 


Stephen F. Owen 
Agawam: Ste en, 76, of © Sutton Place, 
retired five-year millwright at the Strathmore Paper 
Mill, West Springfield, mason and brick layer died Sun- 
day in Baystate Medical Center. Born in Watertown, 
New York, he lived in Springfield most of his life mov- 
ing to Agawam six years ago. He previously worked as 
@ mason for 30 years for the former Somerville 
Spe aaa Co., Somerville, Conn. He retired in 


He leaves his wife, the former Eva Menzel; a son, 
Stephen F. Jr. of Washington, D.C.; and four grand- 
children. A graveside service was Tuesday morning in 
Hillcrest Park Cemetery. Hafey Forest Park Chapels is 
in charge. Donations may be made to the American 
oe Society, 1111 Elm Street, West Springfield 


DeLucchi Seeks Nominations 
For Honored Citizens Award 


Town Councilor Mario DeLucchi today urged all 
residents of Agawam to submit names in nomination 
for Town Council’s annual “Honored Citizens Award.”” 

The awards are handed out each year to those 
citizens who have shown dedication to the community 
through service orgranizations and clubs, or in other 
capacities that have benefitted the citizens of 
Agawam. 

Please submit your nomination, with a brief descrip- 
tion of the nominee(s) to: Mario DeLucchi, 95 Spencer 
Street, Agawam, MA 01001 or to the Town Clerk's Of- 
fice, 36 Main Street, Agawam MA 01001. 
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AGAWAM LIONESS CLUB president, Ann 
Favreau, presents a check for $100 to Richard 
Leary, president of the Orthoptic Clinic at the 
Lions Den in West Springfield. Advertiser News photo 
by Jack Devine. 


Agawam Lioness Club 
Donates to Orthoptic Clinic 


The president of Agawam Lioness Club, Ann 
Favreau, presented a check for $100 to the Lions Or- 
thoptic Clinic at the general meeting held at the 
Agawam Lions Den in West Springfield on Monday, 
November 26th. 

As a result of their fundraising activities, the 
Agawam Lioness Club supports thetLions Orthoptic 
Clinic which provides pre-operative and post-operative 
therapy for persons with vision problems relating to 
eye muscle imbalance, amblyopia, and eye fatigue. 
The clinic’s main objective is the prevention of blind- 
ness. 
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JULIE BRYDEN & GARY MALANSON 


Julie Bryden Engaged — 
To Gary Malanson 


Mr. and Mrs. John Bryden are proud to\announce the 
engagement of their daughter, Julie Marie Bryden, to 
Gary Michael Malanson. 

Miss Bryden, a graduate of Agawam High School, is 
now an employee of Buxton Inc., Agawam. 

Mr. Malanson, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Lou Malan- 
son, 422 Meadow Street, Agawam, is also a graduate 
of Agawam High School. He furthered his education at 
Holyoke Community College. He is employed by John 
Rosati’s Trucking of Agawam. 

An April 1985 wedding is planned. 


A rib of celery kept in the bag with bread 
will keep the bread fresh a longer time. 


There is no charge for social & 
wedding announcements. Pictures 
are welcome. Tuesday deadline 


YOUR CHOICE 


Two homemade soups every day 


DINNERS © SANDWICHES » GRINDERS 


_ TAKE OUT SERVICE 
[NOUR LOUNGE 


STERO MUSIC NIGHTLY 


SPORTS TELEVISION NETWORK 


2 Sandwiches And Snacks 


VILLAGE 


LOUNGE & RESTAURANT 


1340 Springfield St., Feeding Hills 


(In The Village Shops) 


A hand puppet 
for any Bear 
lover or your 
favorite child 


Sale *15°° 


Reg. 2.0% 


Sale ends Dec. 8 


Gordon Fraser 


Longmeadow Flowers 


and Gifts 


708 Bliss Road, Longmeadow 
24 Shaker Road, East Longmeadow 


57 Allen Street, Springfield 


739-6941 
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Red Cross Program 
Teaches Children 
About Home Safety 


by Alexis Ferioli 
School Department Editor 


Six million American children aged 6-13 return home 
from school each day to an empty house. 

Fifty thousand children under the age of 6 are left 
home alone for most of the day. 

The safety of these “latchkey children” is the focus 
of anewly instituted community program sponsored by 
the American Red Cross. 

Safety Rules And Procedures 

Second grade students of Beverly Goodwin at James 
Clark School viewed the film “Alone At Home,”’ which 
teaches children simple safety rules and procedures for 
self care, Tuesday, November 27th. 

Barbara Giacometti, Agawam chairwoman of the 
Pioneer Valley Chapter of the American Red Cross, ex- } 
plains that the “Home Alone” program, which was i 
initiated locally in September, is designed for students 
in grades K-6. 
Besides the 16-minute film, the program also pro- | 

{ 
} 









vides teachers with thematic activity books, emergen- 
cy telephone number stickers, and instructor guides. 





She reports that the film, which has already been 


JAMES CLARK SCHOOL PUPILS, from left - Michael Spanilo, Aurelia Andreoli, and Shawn sho eed in’ ee rain whe ry 


Dumas read pamphlets from the American Red Cross under the supervision of, standing, students. James Clark School, however, is the first 
from left -Barbara Giacometti, chairwoman of Pioneer Valley American Red Cross; Beverly school in Agawam to participate in the program. 
Goodwin, teacher; and Rhoda Zettl, coordinator of volunteers. Advertiser News photo by Jack Devine. Coordinator of Volunteers, Rhoda Zettl, points out 















that A.R.C, teacher-sponsor Marjory Greenough was 
responsible for the implementation of the program at 
Clark School. 

Also present during the film were invited parents and 
members of the school P.T.O. 

Some areas the film discussed included where 
children should keep their house key, what to do in an 
emergency, who to call if a problem arises, how to 
answer the telephone, and what to do if someone 
comes to the door. 

At the film’s conclusion, booklets, which reinforced 
the film’s message, were distributed to the second 
graders. Mrs. Goodwin then reviewed the film’s sugges- 
tions with her class. } 

The 23 pupils of Room 6 stated that they enjoyed the | 
film and felt the most important messages were not to 
ever let anyone know you are home alone when they 
call and not to let anyone in the house. 

Positive Comments Received 

Mrs. Greenough reports that every class at Clark 
School has seen “Alone at Home,’ with Mrs. 
Goodwin‘s being the last. She says that she has receiv- 
ed positive comments about the program from both 








parents and fellow teachers. / 
Mrs. Zettl cites that program feedback has been very 
positive. In one instance, it was reported that a | 


possibly dangerous situation was averted due to the in- 
struction a child received from the film. 
“We're hopeful that other local schools will par- 
ticipate in the “Home Alone” program which we 
Oe ng al ee a d believe is an excellent means of promoting home safe- 
CLARK SCHOOL.STUDENTS, from back, Becky Coleman, Carmen Battista, and Tommy ty for children,’ she remarks. 


ean 4 3 - A i in impl i i i 
Bobrowski, listen intently to a community program sponsored by the American Red Cross. eae ee fs Back oe 93794306. 
Advertiser News photo by Jack Devine. : : 
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Will Be Delighted By Our Quality 
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Grade 4 
Remedial Reading Class 
Phelps Schoo! Catherine Gaudreau 


What Christmas Means To Me 


Christmas is a loving time. | get to share and be kind 
and happy. No one should be grouchy at this time of 
the year! | feel such joy when we decorate our house 
and when | see others decorate their houses. The feel- 
ing of happiness is all around! 

Thomas Duby 
112 Monroe Street 


Christmas means lights and fun. It’s the day Jesus 
was born and we give gifts to remind us of that day. | 
like going shopping with my family to buy gifts for my 
brothers and sisters. It’s a happy feeling that all my 
family has at this time and | like feeling happy! 

Robert Adelman 
87 Meadowbrook Road 


The thing | like about Christmas is going shopping 
for gifts and looking at the Christmas lights. When we 
get home we wrap them up and put them away. | like to 
put pretty bows on the presents too. | like giving and 
getting! 

Jennifer Schuster 
47 Warren Street 


Christmas means a lot of joy and happiness. | like to 
see people open up their presents. | like to see lights on 
Christmas trees twinkling and shining. | like the feeling 
of seeing my sock filled when! wake up Christmas mor- 
ning. | like to buy big gifts for my family. 

Jon Vick 


108 Perry Lane 


Christmas means giving gifts to people and visiting 
your relatives who you hardly get to see. | like 
Christmas because | like it when | go to stores and see 
many people | know. At the store | get to buy presents 
for people | love! When my family decorates the house 
there is a lot of love. There is love at Christmas time 
among all people. 

Joyelle Parrott 
95 Elm Street 


Suffield Savings Bank 
A Mature Individual 
Evenings In _ Its 
Department. 


Please Inquire By Calling Per- 


sonnel Department 


668-1261. EOE/M-F 





Checking 


The Agawam Advertiser° News 


| like when my relatives come over and visit, We 

spend a lot of time together singing Christmas carols 

and having fun. | think Christmas is great! | like the 

pretty lights on trees and houses. | feel like sharing and 
giving to many people. 

Rick Lysik 

48 Debra Lane 


Christmas is the season of happiness. Families get 
together and you give things to the poor. People put up 
Christmas trees and Christmas lights. It makes me so 
happy | think of nothing but Christmas! My mom gets 
up all the Christmas decorations. We go down the 
streets and look at houses lit up and oh, how great | 


feel! 
Kim Barker 
43 Wrenwood Lane 


Grade 5 
What Christmas Means To Me 


Christmas means to me that you should care for 
each other and be nice to people and kind. Christmas 
also means to be happy with people you know. Every 
family should get together at Christmas and just 
remember it is the special time of the year when we 
give love as well as gifts. 

Jennifer LeBlanc 
57 Carr Avenue 


Christmas means to be loving and caring. Christmas 
is when you give thanks for all the things you get and 
give. Christmas is when people you love come together 
and gather around. A big Christmas tree, singing, and 
opening presents are all part of the season that make 


me the happiest! 
David McKay 
129 South Park Terrace 


BOOOOUOUOOOOO OU CC UCU OO UCUUUUIUUUUUCOUIOUUOUOUUUIUIUOUIUUCICOCUCCUCUUUIULICIULILII IIL i ILI ILI. Hs 


The Agawam | 
Athletic Association 





Christmas means being 
with my family sitting at a 
table and eating. It’s 
thinking what a great 
family | have. | like ex- 
changing presents with 
each other and making 
them happy. |! especially 
have a great mother and 
father who make this time 
of the year so special and 
loving. 






Andrea Parent 
15 Hunt Street 


Is Seeking 
To Work 


4:00 


At (203) 





Agawam 
High School 


Sunday, 
December 9, 1984 


12:00 Noon - 


$5.00 Per Child 


$15.00 (Maximum) 
Per Family 
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Christmas is a very special time when we give love. | 
think about the poor and hungry. It’s a time to think 
about what you have and be thankful for everything. | 
like to give a present to my mother, father, and my two 
brothers. | also give a present to my grandparents. It’s 
not the presents that count, it’s just love that goes with 
the presents. | tell my little brother that there’s a Santa 
Claus because | love him and my whole family so 
much! It’s a very special holiday at our house! We 
share, care and give love to other people too. 

Rita Scala 
288 Corey Street 


Christmas means spending time with your family 
and being thankful for what you have all year, not just 
Christmas. It’s a time to share presents with your fami- 
ly and with everybody. | like to take time to go out 
around our streets and look af the decorations! 
Christmas can be so fun, and full of happiness, joy and 
love. It is in my family, | know! 

Craig Davis 
46 Simpson Circle 


Christmas means a lot to me, When | come home 
from school | enjoy the pretty lights and our decorated 
house and tree. It feels like it should be Christmas 
everyday because of all the shining lights. | think of 
people who don‘t have any money and | would like to 
share all the love that’s in my family with them and 
also give gifts to poor children! More people could be 
happy that way! 

Tegan Christy 
68 Willowbrook Drive 


Christmas is a time for sharing, giving and thanking 
God. It’s a time for being happy and feeling warm. | 
hope every boy and girl is as lucky as | am having 
Christmas in a good home and with great parents. 

Stephen Dennis 
42 Anthony Street 


Will Hold Its 


BASEBALL 
SOFTBALL 
SIGN-UPS 


P.M. 
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{School Lunch Menus 
‘December 10th-14th 


| 
| 
| 
| 
Monday, December 10th: Chicken soup, 
jtoasted bologna and cheese sandwich in roll, | 
[mustard or mayonnaise, tossed garden salad] 
Jwith spinach greens and french dressing,| 
Ichilled pears in syrup, milk. | 

Tuesday, December 11th: Hamburg in roll,! 
steamed rice, cheese slices, buttered green} 
beans, mustard, relish, ketchup, chilled fruit] 
cup or chocolate pudding, milk. 
| Wednesday, December 12th: Spaghettil 
[with meat sauce, buttered seven minute cab-! 
Ibage, Italian bread and butter, pear crisp, 
milk. 

Thursday, December 13th: Beef cubes in 
jgravy, whipped potatoes, buttered carrots, | 
wheat bread and butter, rolled wheat apple | 
jsquares, milk. 
| Friday, December 14th: Beef and vegetable! 
lsoup, % tuna sandwich, 2 peanut butter san- 
dwich, oven french fries, ketchup, school bak- 
ed cookies, milk. 


James Clark P.T.O. 
Announces Upcoming Events 


The James Clark P.T.O. wishes to announce its up- 
coming events for December. 

First, the annual Christmas bazaar will be held 
Wednesday, December 12th, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m. in the gym. Items for the bazaar are made by the 
parents during the year. The children come to school 
with $3.00 and are allowed to purchase five items of 
various prices (from 50 cents to $1.00), for their family. 
It gives them ‘an opportunity to select items of their 
choosing for their loved ones, ; 

Second, our monthly business meeting will be held 
on Wednesday December 12th, at 7:00 p.m. Our morn- 
ing meeting is cancelled because of the bazaar. In lieu 
of a speaker for the evening, several of our ‘‘crafty”’ 
P.T.O. members will be conducting a craft class. They. 
will be showing you how to make a Radiant Star 
Christmas ornament. A list of materials needed was 
sent home with the children on December 3rd, 1984. If 
you have any questions, contact Sue Andreoli at 
789-2071 or Pauline Spanilo at 789-0380. 

Third, a band recital for Grades 4 and 5 will be held 
on Monday, December 17th, at 2:00 p.m. in the 
cafeteria. Family and friends of band members are in- 
vited to attend. 

Lastly, a Christmas pageant will be held Wednesday, 
December 19th, at 2:15 p.m. in the cafeteria. All of our 
students will be participating. We'd appreciate serving 
all the parents and friends in attendance and wish that 
you would stay for the entire show which should end 
around 3:00 p.m. The teachers and students have 
worked so hard to let's be courteous and stay until the 
end of the program. 

Wishing you all well during the Christmas holidays 
and Have a Happy New Year. Thanks to all of you 
from the James Clark P.T.O. 


Happy Holidays From Clark 


/\ /\ baw Offices 
Locke & Jacks 


Personal. Injury Real Estate 
Law. Law 

Automobile Accident Selling Real Estate 

‘Workman's Compensation Buying Real Estate 

Slip & Fall Title Examinations 

‘Medical Malpractice ‘Zoning 

‘Machine & Product Injury Construction Law. 

‘Motorcycle, Bicycle, Etc. ‘Wetlands Protection Act 
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eWILLS, TRUSTS, PROBATE, DIVORCE 
eBUSINESS AND COMMERCIAL LAW 










Thomas $. Locke Warren J. Jacks, Jr. 


737-1112 


Agawam Appointments Upon request 
Initial Consultation At No Charge 















WESTFIELD 
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| Here Comes Santa To Junior High... 


by Alexis Ferioli 
School Department Editor 


“*You better watch out, 

You better not cry, 

You better not pout, 

I’m telling you why, 

Santa Claus is coming to town.”’ 


The prophecy of this popular Christmas Carol will 
become a reality for local children Sunday, December 
16th, when Santa will arrive by helicopter at the 
Agawam Junior High football field. 

The “jolly old elf’s’” visit will climax the high school 
Music Department's annual Winter Concert, which will 
take place in the junior high auditorium at 2:30 p.m. 

Instrumental music director Zachary Tileston says 
that he has received confirmation from the North Pole 
okaying Santa's arrival at the concert’s finale. 

However, due to unforeseeable weather conditions 
and the need for Rudolph and the other reindeer to rest 
before their long trek Christmas Eve, Mrs. Claus decid- 
ed it would be best for Santa to arrive at the concert by 
helicopter. 

According to Tileston, Santa is most anxious to 
meet and chat with local youngsters, and hopes that 
many will come to the concert. 

The music director points out that renovation delays 
at the senior high auditorium necessitated moving the 
holiday concert to the junior high facility this year. 

Groups performing at the annual event will include 
the AHS concert band, chorale, and vocal ensemble. 

He explains that the holiday program will alternate 
between traditional Christmas music and selected 
yuletide readings. 

A highlight of the band’s performance will be a con- 
temporary piece entitled ‘“Sonante,’’ which will feature 
the brass quintet. Tileston says that this piece is 
characteristic of the music played during the Baroque 
era of the 17th century. 

Members comprising the brass quintet are Jim 
Kalipolites and Kelley Bolduc, trumpet; Paul Joseph 
and Chris Tourville, trombone; and Todd Connery, 
baritone horn. 

Other popular holiday songs which will be performed 
by the 45-member band include ‘Sleigh Ride,” ‘‘White 
Christmas,’’ ‘“Carol Festival -For Symphonic Band,’ 
and “Carillions at Christmastide.”’ 

AHS vocal music director Stephen Files relates that 
the Chorale has traditionally performed at the Winter 
Concert with the wind ensemble. Besides renditions of 
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GROVE 


STEAK & LOBSTER HOUSE 


COLLEGE HIGHWAY - RTE. 202 
SOUTHWICK, MASS. (413) 569-5924 


COME DINE BY THE FIRESIDE 


Weekend Special 
FILET MIGNON $995 


(Friday & Saturday, December 7th & 8th) 


Includes Vegetable, Potato, 25 Item Complete Salad Bar 
Featuring Native Vegetables 


JOYCE PLATT ON PIANO AND ORGAN 


Friday & Saturday Night) 


Banquet Facilties Always Available 
‘i Call Now For Your Christmas Party 


Gift Certificates For All Occasions 


“Winter Wonderland’ and “Ave Verum,” the 
50-member group will perform an up-beat tune entitled 
“Subilation’’ with the band’s brass section. 

Files noted that the vocal ensemble, which will be 
performing for the first time at the winter concert, will 
sing a medley of yule tide carols to jazz arrangements. 





Sm, 

At the program's conclusion, parents and children 
will be invited to await Santa’s arrival on the school 
football field while the band plays various Christmas 
carols in welcome. 

Once he has safely landed, the jolly fellow will be 
escorted into the school lobby by members of the AHS 
colorguard. There he will sit on a special throne next to 
a miniature village where he will visit and have his pic- 
ture taken with children. 

In order to make Santa feel right at home, members 
of the Robinson Park School fifth grade chorus, under 
the direction of Mrs. Lee Files, will sing a medley of his 
favorite Christmas songs. 

Tileston declares that this year’s Winter Concert will 
be a holiday treat for the entire family, one which they 
will not want to miss. 
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OPEN 7 DAYS 
4 P.M. Daily 
12 Noon Sunday 


Lounge Open Until 2:00 A.M. 
Full Liquor License 
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St. John’s CCD Class 
Working Hard For 
“Toys For Joy” 


by Dorine Kubik 
Advertiser News Feature Writer 


Mill Street resident Rudy Altobelli’s Confraternity of 
Christian Doctrine (C.C.D.) class of St. John’s Church 
wanted to do something concrete to help others. In- 
stead of just learning about being a good person, they 
wanted to “‘practice what is preached to them’ during 
this season of giving. 

Donations To Toy For Joy 

After some discussion and with permission from the 
church, the eighth graders decided to do errands, 
chores, and housework in return for pay to donate to a 
worthwhile charity. 4 

In keeping with the season, the Toy For Joy fund was 
chosen as the charity they wanted to see their money 
help. During a telephone interview with Altobelli he 
said, “It is amazing to see the students’ enthusiam 
towards this project. The members of my C.C.D. class 
have agreed to do errands, housework and even collect 
door-to-door on their own time to raise money for Toy 
For Joy.” 

Although plans are not finalized, the eighth graders 
hope to eventually raise money for the poverty stricken 
African country Ethiopia by some type of fundraiser. 
The class meets every Monday night at the Agawam 
Middle School from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

Among the class of 13 year-olds, several of them ex- 
plained Monday night how they will raise-money on 
their own for Toy For Joy. 

Jay Votzakis has a paper route and he plans to 
donate one week's profits, while Pam Bovat con- 
tributed $5 she collected from relatives. 

Kelli Pellegrino and Traci Trudel are going docr-to- 
door to ask for donations. Chris Corriveau is going to 
do chores for his parents and donate that money to the 
fund. Bobby Mezzetti said that he will do chores and er- 
rands in the neighborhood. 

Bill Chapman will contribute a portion of his savings 
and Tim Coffey is going to raise money by going door- 
to-door. Steve Lane has offered to do chores around the 


house and the remainder of the class will conduct - 


similar projects. 

“The class hopes to raise about $50 or $60 and send 
it in to Toy For Joy,” Altobelli said. 

Teacher Of C.C.D. For 12 Years 

Altobelli has been teaching C.C.D. over a period of 
12 years. He has joined together with other volunteers 
from St. John’s Church to teach at the junior high level. 

Altobelli is well-known in town as a popular accoun- 
ting teacher at Agawam High School where he has 
been since 1956. He is a 1949 graduate of West Spr- 
ingfield High School, an Army veteran of the Korean 
Conflict, a graduate of Atl.C. and Springfield College. 
He is also known for his skills in both hockey and ten- 
nis, where “‘he is most notorious for his uncanny con- 
sistency.” 

He resides with his wife, Peggy, and four children on 
Mill Street. 
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Christmas Trees For Sale 


Agawam Call Firefighters Association  & 


A Non-Profit Organization 


Trees At 102 Suffield Street, Agawam 
Beginning Daily On Friday, December 7th 


L TREES $15.00 
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8TH GRADE CCD STUDENTS FROM ST. JOHN’S CHURCH, under the direction of teacher 





Rudy Altobelli, are helping the holiday “Toy for Joy” charity by doing working and collec- 
ting funds on their own time. Pictured above, back row, from left - Chris Corriveau, Bill Crap- 
man, Steve Lane, Bob Mezzetti, Jay Votzakis, and Tim Coffey. Front row - Traci Trudel, Pam 
Bovat, Kelly Pellegrino, and Altobelli. Advertiser News photo by Jack Devine. 


STCC Chosen Member Of College Exam Board 


Springfield Technical Community College has been 
elected to permanent membership in the College En- 
trance Examination Board, according to college presi- 
dent Andrew M. Scibelli. The College Board is a non- 
profit organization providing tests and other educa- 
tional services for students, schools, and colleges. 

STCC’s representative to the College Board will be 
Ray DiPasquale, dean of Admissions/Public Relations. 
Myra Smith, associate director of Admissions, will 
serve as alternate. William Manzi, acting dean of Stu- 
dent Services, will serve 
on the Board of Trustees 
and advisory councils and 
committees that consider 
the programs of the Col- 
lege - Board;--and-~ par- 
ticipate in the determina- 
tion of its policies and ac- 
tivities. i 

College Board member- 
ship is composed of more 
than 2500 colleges, 
schools, school systems, 
and education associa- 
tions. STCC is one of 19 
public and 51 private 
higher education institu- 
tions in Massachusetts 
which are members of the 
College Board. 

Admissions and 
guidance services of the 
College Board include ad- 
missions tests such as the 
Scholastic 
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141 ELM STREET 
WESTFIELD 


WAR AAREARAEal 


: 


26 ARNOLD STREET 


Aptitude Test (SAT) and National Merit Scholarship 
Qualifying Test, publications, workshops, and other 
services. Academic support services include the Ad- 
vanced Placement Program, College-Level Examina- 
tion Program (CLEP) and several other tests and ser- 
vices. 

Financial Aid Services of the college board include 
the College Scholarship Service, 
workshops, and summer institute in financial aid ad- 


Why 
Wait In 


Line? 


Good news for Social 
Security recipients. 


Direct Deposit means no more 
standing in line.every.month 

to deposit your Social Security 
or other regular government 
check, plus: 

© No more risk of theft. 

© No more risk of loss. 

© Funds start earning interest 
“sooner. 

© It’s free! 

With Direct Deposit, you furids 
are deposited to your checking 
or savings account, automatically. ° 
Stop in and sign up today. It’s 
simple and it’s free! 


westfield savings bank 


’ The Bank You Know—The People You Know 


ORIVE-IN-OFFICE> 655 MAIN STREET 


AGAWAM. 


206 PARK STREET 


PRINGFIELO- 
WESTFIELD WEST SPRINGFIE! 
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ELEMENTARY MUSIC DIRECTOR Sally Lowell (right) explains 
a few facts about her music program to Cecelia Hufland at the 
James Clark Elementary School on Wednesday, November 28th. 
Advertiser News photo by Jack Devine. 


Big Festivities Being Planned For 
125th Anniversary of Science Museum 


In addition, director day-trip to the American 


iiishliohtiogs, thers Sle Glen P. lves has announc- Museum of Natural 


ingfield Science 






dvertisere News 


Open House Held At Clark School... 


P.T.O. MEMBER SANDY DELUCE (left) is served a cup of coffee 
by Maggie Gage,a fellow member of the Clark School PTO, at an 
open house held at the school on Wednesday, November 28th. 
Advertiser News photo by Jack Devine. 
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Museum's 125th anniver- 


sary celebration will be a Choice Lectures. Ray February 17th. A popular 
series of special events Pawley, curator of family event, Dinosaur 
and exhibits. The calen. Herpetology of the Day will be in April and 
dar for exhibits through Chicago Zoological African Day in June. The 
1985 is as follows: peste will present the arlene Horta! su! Pe 

first lecture, ‘Darwin's alive wi activity 
uj yhrough -Decemm per erie Aart Mai heReTinetic nota Go omeaeit 


ed a series of Director's History is. planned for 
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Birds of America Galapagos’’ on January  vites everyone to join in 
Lithographs;’’ January !7th, at 7:00 p.m. the festivities in honor of 
12th - February 24th, A Science Museum _ its 125th anniversary. 

“Journey to the =—==s=—2....wl.....-—-—= 


Galapagos;"” March 9th 
-April 28th, ‘Our Native 
Americans;’ April 24th 





* 30th, ‘’Smithsonian ’ 
Week; May 11th - June USED BOOK STORE 
16th, “African Crafts; Ju- 
ly 6th - September Ist, | — 786-9635 
aa laatic Salmon in the ) } 336 Walnut Street Extension fee 
Connecticut River;’’ ( Agawam 
September 21st Open Mon., Tues., mong) 
-November 3rd, ‘’The ) b Wed. 10-6 
Museum Collections;’’* Thurs., Fri. 9:30-8:00 
November 9th -December | ; Sat. 9:00-5:00 


8th, “NASA Exhibit.” 
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Agawam Community 
Federal Credit Union 


381 Walnut Street Extension, Agawam (413) 186-4663 


*Come In Now And 
Join The Credit Union* 


Open To All People Who | 
_| Live Or Work In Agawam 


Locally Owned And Operated 


We Offer A Full Range 
Of Financial Services 










Agawam Community Federal 
Credit Union 


'BOOKS N’ SUCH! 





















How pre-arranging 
your funeral can 
spare those you love 
in a time of stress. 



























There is no more stressful period for loved ones than 
that encountered immediately after a death occurs. 
The fewer the concerns they must deal with at this 
time, the better able they will be to come to terms with 
the actual event. 


It is a time for them and others who share in the loss 
to express their love, respect and grief. They will be 
forever grateful to you for relieving them a. makin 
decisions regarding the funeral arrangements. They wi 
be happy in the thought that everything 
was arranged in accordance with your 
wishes. 








Frank Forastiere 





| For more information on pre- 
arrangements or pre-financing, 

write for our free booklet, 

“‘No Greater Kindness for 

Those You Love.” If you 

have any questions, give 

us a Call or stop in. 
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aUasse send me a copy of your folder, “‘No Greater Kindness for Those You Love.” 
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i Name ; 
f Address 7 
H 8 
* City State 5 + 
+ COLONIAL FUNERAL HOME SOUTHWICK FUNERAL HOME ' 
t 985 Main St. Agawam 624 College Highway § 
‘ 733-3625 Southwick 569-5306 ! 
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Middle, Clark Kids 
Greet College-Age 
Exchange Students 


by Alexis Ferioli 
School Department Editor 


Thirty-three Project S.E.E. students of Middle and 
Clark School teachers Candy Jose and Ann Bradford, 
respectively, acquired extensive knowledge of India 
and Brazil from three American International College 
foreign students. 

Indian graduate students Keyur Thakore and Sylvia 
Peedar, and Brazilian undé?gradtare srmdre ; 
Provided students with informative 
their respective homelands during a 90-minute visit to 
the middle school, Thursday, November 29th. 

Foreign Country In-Depth Study 

The three AIC foreign students were also accom-’ 
panied by college admissions director John Debonville 
of Feeding Hills and foreign student advisor Sue Root. 

Middle School Project S.E.E. advisor Candy Jose ex- 
plains that her students cre studying foreign countries 
in depth this year. 

Students, who were allowed to choose any country in 
which they had an interest, have constructed salt relief 
maps, drawn flags, and established pen pals with 
students from their respective countries. 

Mrs. Jose points out that the youngsters, who will 
soon write to the U.S. Ambassadors of their chosen 
countries, have also designed board games which 
focus on each nation’s language, currency, and life- 
styles. 

Debonville, who is the father of ome of Mrs. Jose’s 
students, suggested the foreign students visit and 
share their experiences with the specific enrichment 

roup. 

4 Mrs. Root relates that although these three students 
have never addressed a group previouisly, several other 
A.1.C. foreign students have done so in the past. 

“We encourage our foreign studemts to speak with 

local school children because it's am opportunity for 


them to see what public education is llike in America,’ 


she explains. 

Mrs. Root reports that there are approximately 100 
foreign students from 35 countries presently attending 
ALC. 

During their presentation, Keyur and Sylvia related 
several interesting facts about India as well as general 
statistics. Among these were India’s national animal, 
the tiger; bird, the peacock; sport, cricket; dress, the 
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AIC AD) S_DIRE John DeBonville of Feeding Hills (second from 
left), sits with foreign exchange students Keyur Thakore (left) and Sylvia 
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Peedar (India) and Andre Neesar (Brazil) as part of Project S.E.E. The students 
spent 90-minutes with the Middle and Clark School pupils on Thursday, 


November 29th. Advertiser News photo by Jack Devine. 


sari; and currency, the rupee. 

The two graduate students also answered questions 
about what effects the recent assassination of Prime 
Minister Indira Ghandi will have on their homeland. 

As a souvenir of their visit, Keyur and Sylvia 
presented the Project S.E.E. students with Indian 
Postage stamps. : 

Brazilian Andre Neesar admitted to being nervous 
but soon relaxed as he began his recitation. He pointed 
out that Brazil is not only the largest country in South 
America, but also is the only one whose national 
language is Portugese. 

Andre also noted that his country is home to the 
world’s largest river, the Amazon, and is famous for its 
coffee. 

Refreshments, which were prepared by the Project 


S.E.E. students, were served to their invited guests at 
the conclusion of a question and answer peridd. 
A Thoroughly Enjoyable Day 

Following refreshments, the A.I.C. entourage re- 
mained to play several of the board games the’Project 
S.E.E. students had created. 

Both Mrs. Jose and Mrs. Bradford agreed that their 
students thoroughly enjoyed meeting and listening to 
the three foreign students. 

“| thought that their speeches were excellent. It’s 
hard to believe that they've never spoken about their 
countries in public previously,’ remarked Mrs. Brad- 
ford. 

“Everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves. It was a 
day which will surely be remembered by all,’ com- 
mented Mrs. Jose. 
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_..and finally the GR AND PRIZE!!! 


A Weekend Trip 
For Two In 
‘Atlantic City”’ 


Come And Enjoy An 
Evening Of BINGO With Us In 
Qur Beautiful. New Social Center 








eSecurity Parking 


e Air Conditioned 
Smoke Control 
(Smoke Eaters) 















The “GRAND OPENING” Of 
ST. ANTHONY’S MARONITE 
CATHOLIC CHURCH “SOCIAL CENTER” 
And The Relocation Of “BINGO NITE” 


From The Willow Glen, To The New Social Center At ‘375 Island ey 
Pond Road, Springfield, Massachusetts Beginning. 


Tuesday, DECEMBER 11, 19 


(DOORS OPEN 5:30) 


eEarly Bird Game 
e Winner Take All Game 






leant 


B 






(Includes ¥ 
Transportation & f\ 
ccomodations Or} 

The Cash 
Equivalent) 





84 At 7:15.P.M. ay 





From Willow Glen, Go 1.6 Miles On North:Main Street To Traffic Light, Then Con- | 
tinue On White Street 0.4 Miles Going*Thru Sumner Avenue To Kimberley Street. 
_ Turn Right On Kimberley Street And Go 0.4 Miles To’Allen Street (Traffic Light), 
Then O.1 Miles On Allen Street T6 Islahd Pond-Road (Traffic Light), Then Go 1.0 
Miles On Island Pond Road To St. Anthony’s Church And Social Center. 









































L 




















| 




















Page 20 


For Your Health... 


YOUR BACK & 
YOUR HEALTH 


by Dr. Joseph & 


Dr. Katherine Schlaffer 
Chiropractors 








Watch Out When Shoveling Snow 


Shoveling snow this winter? Be careful. 

The glorious winter season is here again. There’s 
nothing prettier than a new fallen snow - nothing more 
dangerous either! 

Each year we hear about the number of heart attacks 
and strokes that occur as a result of overexertion. The 
tragedy of the fatal or near-fatal result of an apparently 
healthy person from snow shoveling is rather common. 
Other hazards involved are even more common. 


The same snow which causes heart stress, also 
causes dangerous stress to the discs in the spine of the 
shoveler. When you consider that a shovel of snow 
weighs from five to seven pounds, you realize the 
tremendous accumulative weight one has to lift to 
clear an area, The average driveway or walk will hold 
hundreds of pounds of snow. 

Snow seems to present a challenge to most people. 
The cold air invigorates them to action, and the same 
cold air numbs their sense of pain and fatigue, thereby 
masking the severity of strain and sprain. The result: 
too much exertion, and too much work without rest 
breaks. 

Doctors of Chiropractic, who are specialists in help- 
ing patients with spine related problems, recommend 
the following rules to guard against the snow-shoveler 
syndrome. 

1. Dress warmly, but don’t bundle up so as to make it 
difficult and awkward for you to move naturally. 


2. Use a lightweight pusher-type shovel. Spray it with 
Teflon so snow will not cling to it. 


3. Try not to lift the snow if possible. Push it into a 
pile thereby relieving spinal compression. 

4. Avoid sudden twists of the torso. Move the entire 
body. 

5. Keep your back straight when you lift. Use your 
legs rather than your back. 


6, Work slowly. 


7. \f you feel tired or short of breath, stop and take a 
rest. Stand up straight and breathe deeply. 


8. If you feel a twinge of back pain, stop completely 
and go inside the house, sit-down and rest. If pain per- 
sists, see a doctor of chiropractic immediately. With 
snow, it’s wiser to use the head, instead of the back. 


FOR YOUR HEALTH 
is: published twice 
each month as a 
public service to our 
readers. Please refer 
- all questions to our 
health columnists! 
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Massachusetts Medical Society Issues 
Advisory On Winter Flu Strains 


With the approach of winter and the beginning of the 
cold weather season, the Massachusetts Medical 
Society (MMS) today advised residents of 
Massachusetts to take appropriate steps to avoid the 
risk and effects of influenza (flu), which is expected to 
be more widespread in the Commonwealth this season 
than last. 

Based on the most recent epiodemiological and 
laboratory data, state public health officials and the 
medical community anticipate that influenza will be 
more prevalent during the upcoming winter season 
becausé the antigenic nature of two influenza virus 
strains frequently observed last year has undergone the 
usual drift toward new strains. 

The A/Brazil strain is now a new strain called 
A!/Chile. The B/Singapore virus type virus has drifted to 
a new form called B/USSR. The A/Philippines type 
virus appeared in scattered cases last season, and is 
expected to occur again this year. 

Public health officials have warned that the ap- 
pearance of these new viral strains raises the possibili- 
ty of greater numbers of Massachusetts residents being 
affected by influenza during the 1984-1985 winter 
season. 

As a result, the state department of public health 
and the medical community at large suggests annual 
immunization (vaccination) against influenza, 
especially for those in ““high-risk’’ groups. 

Influenza illness is characterized by an abrupt onset 
of fever, sore throat and nonproductive coughing. 
Unlike many other common respiratory infections, in- 
fluenza can cause extreme, general physical discom- 
fort lasting for several days. It can also lead to more 
severe disease if there is any viral invasion of the 
lungs. 

During the peak influenza period in midwinter, high 
rates of acute influenza illness and lower respiratory 
tract infection usually result in dramatic increases in 
visits to physician offices and hospital emergency 
rooms. 

Certain individuals are more at risk medically during 
influenza outbreaks, Those who, because of their age 
or underlying health status, are poorly able to cope 
with viral infection are more likely to contract influen- 
za and often require medical attention, including 
hospitalization. . 

These “‘high-risk’’ group persons should take special 


precautions to avoid infection by influenza virus, and 
should consult their personal physicians about the 
value of vaccination against influenza. 

For those individuals in the designated high-risk 
groups, annual influenza vaccination is the most effec- 
tive means of preventing or weakening the infection. 

In addition to the high-risk groups, high priority 
should be given to immunization of those who provide 
medical care and essential community services, as well 
as to pregnant women and others in the community 
who should reduce their chances of acquiring influenza 
infection. 

Because of its lower potential for causing fever reac- 
tions, only split (subvirion) influenza vaccine should be 
administered to children under 13 years of age. Given 
in two doses, with a four-week period in between, the 
split-virus vaccine is derived by splitting the essential 
components of the viral organism. The resulting vac- 
cine is of a lesser strength. 

In recommending that all Massachusetts residents 
should take the prescribed, appropriate steps to pre- 
vent contracting influenza, Dr. Frederick Duncan, 
Mass Medical Society President, emphasized that ’’the 
physicians of the Commonwealth are well trained and 
prepared to deal with the effects of winter influenza on 
their patients, but just as important are the individual 
efforts of every citizen to maintain personal good 
health habits that help to reduce the overall! incidence 
of influenza and lessen the personal discomforts 
associated with this always annoying and potentially 
dangerous winter illness.”” 

For those Massachusetts residents who do not have 

a personal physician and who wish to locate one, or for 
those new to the state who wish to select a local physi- 
cian, the Massachusetts Medical Society offers its free 
Information and Referral Service. 
. By calling (617) 893-4610 or 1-800-322-2303 (toll- 
free, Massachusetts only), one may obtain detailed in- 
formation on an individual physician’s educational 
background, as well as the names of physicians engag- 
ed in general or specialized medical practice in a par- 
ticular area of the state. 

The Information and Referral Service operates from 
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. It is of- 
fered to the people of Massachusetts as a free com- 
munity service of the Massachusetts Medical Society 
and the physicians it represents. 


YMCA Sponsors Workshop On Holiday Stress 


On Monday, December 10th, from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m., 
at the Springfield YMCA, a special workshop offering 
positive and practical information that will help 
parents understand and reduce holiday pressures and 
increase family fun, will be presented to all families 
especially those with younger children. 

This program is the second in a series of Family 
Enrichment Programs being offered by the YMCA. 

Holiday stress is a problem, at times, for everyone. 
People have great expectations for what “should 
be’’...happy, laughing families settling down before the 
fireplace, stringing popcorn, singing carols, or a pic- 
ture of children opening their gifts exclaiming that “It’s 
just what | wanted!’’ Never a vision of a dry turkey, 
spilt gravy on dry clean only clothes, broken toys or 
cranky, overstimulated children. 

Folks need to accept the reality and cope with the 
holiday stresses which might occur. Individuals can 
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Stephen R. Jacapraro D.M.D. 
1379 Main St., Agawam 


*Participating Member of Mass. Dental Service 
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Mastercard & 
Visa Accepted 











Dr. Joseph S. Schlaffer 
Dr. Katherine M. Schlaeffer 


Call For An 
Appointment 


(413) 789-1369 


also prevent potential problems by planning ahead and 
making our holiday season a special and happy one. 

Topics will include helping children through the 
waiting time, avoiding expectation overload, organiza- 
tion and family, involvement in holiday preparations, 
keeping balanced, and holiday safety. The workshop 
will also touch upon the special problems of single 
parent families as well. 

The workshop will be presented by Maureen Bibeau, 
M.Ed. She is an educator with a background in child 
development and parent training. She is presently a 
consultant with the Parent Resource Program of 
M.S.P.C.C., providing direct services to parents, train- 
ing for providers and academic instruction in family 
and educational issues. 

Call the YMCA Youth and Family Services Depart- 
ment at 739-6951, or stop by at 275 Chestnut Street for 
further details. 
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